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Joy to the World!

..the LORD has come!
We have been overjoyed in
His presence this Holiday
season! We want to share
some stories with you
about how God 1s moving
in our midst. It’s harvest
time in Thailand, and we
love being called into this
harvest field! We pray
you’ll be blessed and
encouraged to continue
harvesting in His fields!

“MY HOPE” for Chonburi

Throughout Thailand, people have been praying for a spiritual harvest
this December. TLC joined the countrywide “My Hope” project,
sponsored by the Billy Graham Association. We were challenged to:

1. Look around and see people who need Jesus
2. Look up and pray for them to be open to Jesus
3. Host them for a Christmas party to share the Good News

Gay and Beer, a leadership couple at TLC, hosted four evangelism
parties in their coffee shop near the local university. There were other
parties throughout the week, as well as our annual TLC Christmas
Party. We saw 28 people pray to receive Jesus as their Savior over the
course of these outreaches! Please pray for the effective follow up with
these new believers as we work to build more disciples.

Our Adoption Update (See last page for pictures!)

(Below: “Golf” prays to receive Christ
at our TLC Christmas outreach)

First Visit!

Dec. 28, 2009

We had a sweet visit
with our daughter in

the BKK orphanage,

and began getting to
know each other!

‘Match’ Board Mtg
Jan. 13, 2010

Our paperwork is
officially passed and
we can bring home
our daughter.

Board Interview
Jan. 27, 2010
Our family goes before
the adoption board and
a 6 month “trial”
period starts before the
adoption is final.
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There’s No Such Thing
as “Chance!”

How an offer to help led to a meeting with the
Governor, which led to...well, read on and find out!

Join the Parade...

It started like any other Wednesday as I (Andy)
prepared to head to the gym and then to the

office. Instead I got a phone call from our local social
worker, asking to help be the translator and MC of our
Chonburi Fair parade (left). That led to the governor
of Chonburi asking me to help translate his speech for
the evening!

Yes, Mr. Governor...

I was invited to the governor’s private mansion to
translate his speech, but had only 30 minutes to do it.
God helping, I was able to summarize the speech, print
it out, and was whisked away in the official motorcade
to the fair grounds, where the governor gave his speech

in front of a large crowd (left).

God is Always Working...

Later I made an appointment to meet the governor at his

office. As it turns out, the land approval we had been
waiting for for months to start building on the ALH
orphanage land had been stuck in his office. Now...
how often does the governor owe you a favor??? Only
when God is on your side! After exchanging greetings
and Carmen’s homemade Christmas cookies (right), he
quickly signed the documents to get the process unstuck.

It Gets Better...

During one of our Christmas outreaches for university
students, I used this story to illustrate how the God of
the universe has both the authority to call us and the
power to help us, and Jesus leads the way into His
presence via the cross. Other Thai Christians like
“Joy” (right) gave their testimony, and that night all
twelve students gave their life to Christ!
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Great Expectations!

“See, I will bring them from the land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth. Among them
will be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in labor; a great throng will return. They will
come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back. I will lead them beside streams of water on a level
path where they will not stumble, because I am Israel's father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son.”

Over the years, while waiting for our adoption to
go through, I (Carmen) have learned much about
the posture of expectancy. As I meditated on this
passage recently, the words “expectant mothers”
jumped out at me. I can relate to that so well. I
think of Mary’s expectant posture as she carried
the Messiah, God become flesh, in her belly.
Following His birth, as Mary cared for baby Jesus
every day, feeding him, bathing him, kissing his
forehead, did she ever doubt if what had been
foretold was true? I believe she was filled with
faith beyond physical sight. She practiced true
faith - “...being sure of what we hope for, and
certain of what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1)

One Friday afternoon, in the slum community
where we weekly put on a kids’ club, I met a
beautiful Cambodian woman named Wian. On
her way to the public water basin to wash up after
a day of intense physical labor, we exchanged
smiles and began sharing stories. Soon, Dah
joined us with her precious 1 year old daughter
(above, center). Wian quickly invited me into
Dah’s story, sharing how 2 nights ago, Dah’s
husband had been brutally killed in a brawl] after a
hard day’s work. Dah was desperate to return
home to share the devastating news with her
husband’s family.

It was one of those moments that the Holy Spirit’s

Jeremiah 31:8-9

promptings came without doubt. I wonder if
that’s how Mary felt. I knew I was to help Dah
and her daughter, yet I counted the cost as
well. What if the slum “owner” thought I had
sent Dah away? What if Dah was found on
the bus ride home without correct paperwork?
What if helping her only created a dependency
that harmed our future witness?

The TLC church members rallied around this
need, and we saw Dah return home with
plenty of clothes and milk for the journey.
Since then, she has returned to work locally,
has joined in the ladies’ Bible study during
Friday kids’ club, and been attending TLC on
Sundays, hungry to know God. Praise God!
He is birthing an expectant heart in her! The
week following Dah’s successful return home,
my friend Wian studied the Bible with us, and
prayed to receive Christ as Savior! God is
moving in the midst of these precious souls.

Please pray for many in this
“camp” to receive God’s free gift
of eternal life! Let’s be expectant
for Immanuel’s presence that
transforms lives!
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Bonus Pictures

Meet Eleanna Owen!

We were allowed to meet the precious bundle of
joy for whom we have been waiting for so long!
Thanks for your prayers — and keep praying for the
ongoing process to go as scheduled (pg 1).

Christmas Joy

Thanks in large part to our family, friends, and
supporters in North America, we had another
wonderful Christmas. Thanks to all of you for
making it possible for us to serve in Thailand!

Team Work

We were able to celebrate Christmas with the team
of MBMSI workers in the area — the Sanchez’s,
Sinclair-Peters, Davis’, and the TREK team. We
praise God for such awesome fellow workers in the
harvest field.

Contact Information

We love hearing from you.

Andy & Carmen Owen Please visit our website at

P.O. Box 25 , www.mbmsi.org/acowen for
Bang Saen, Chonburi . .

Thailand 20130 more information on how to be
acowen@msnpost.com involved with the ministry in

www.mbmsi.org/acowen [ ailand.




