‘Parents Night' rescheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 2

B We have rescheduled  our

c E “Bring Your Parent to Wednes-
day Night.” Due to the icy

------- weather Jan. 19, we had to post-
pone our Parent Night for two weeks. If
you are a parent of a sixth grader or
younger, mark your calendar today for
Feb. 2 and make plans to attend this spe-
cial evening that is planned just for you.

After visiting your child’s classroom
for the first part of the evening, we invite
you to come and enjoy some refresh-
ments with other parents in our Fellow-
ship Hall. We look forward to seeing you,
having a great evening together and
maybe even gaining some new insights
into your child’s life.

For more information contact Bev
Vogel at 620-947-3144.

M The children’s offering this quar-
ter will be going to the Kids Alive Inter-
national, which is a Christian care cen-
ter for children who are at risk in Haiti.
Following the devastating earthquake in
Haiti a little more than a year ago, we
invited Jennifer Ebenhack, (formerly
Jennifer Jordan) and her family, to visit
with our children’s Sunday school and
share some details about Haiti and what
was happening to children there.

At that time, we designated our win-
ter quarterly children’s offering for Kids
Alive International. Since the earth-
quake, the number of children who are
now living at and going to school at Kids
Alive has quadrupled, and the need is
great to help these hurting children.

Please encourage your children and
grandchildren to do a few extra chores

around the house and to remember to
bring their offering money each Sunday
so that we can help the children in Haiti.
B Summer camp  is just around the
corner. Junior camp, which is for this
year’s fourth, fifth and sixth graders, is
scheduled for the week of June 21. Mark
this exciting time on your cal-

mation about the upcoming class, please
contact Bev Vogel at the church office or
at 620-877-7222.

HVBSiscoming. The dates of VBS
2011 are July 15, 16 and 17. The VBS
Team is forming now. If you are interest-
ed in being a part of this outreach min-
istry, contact Rachel Hein at 947-

endars and make sure you
schedule a physical with your
family doctor for your camper.

fhys1§a'1 fogr&s r?_ust b? . thing we have to
urned in at the time of regis- o5 te o vicnal
tration.

B Is your child ready ~ for
the Next Steps class? Earlier
this year we introduced our
first “Next Steps” class. This
class was offered to children
who had received Jesus as
their Savior over the past year.
We had a great time of learn-
ing and growing together and

talklng about what the “next |ty in this.

Passing our faith
to the next gen-
eration is some-

about. It doesn’t
just happen by
going about our
busy, everyday,
frenetic lifestyle.
The Scriptures
are quite clear
about the par-
ents’ responsibil-

3078 or Bev Vogel at the church
office.

Bl One of the greatest chal-
lenges facing adults today is pass-
ing the Christian faith to our chil-
dren. Be it ever so difficult to do, it
is one of the most rewarding and
lasting things we can do.

Passing our faith to the next
generation is something we have to
be intentional about. It doesn’t just
happen by going about our busy,
everyday, frenetic lifestyle. The
Scriptures are quite clear about the
parents’ responsibility in this.
Deuteronomy 6:6-8 states: “These

steps” are in growing in their
relationship with Jesus.

This class met for four weeks during
our Sunday school hour. We are once
again planning to offer this class for chil-
dren in second through sixth grades. If
you believe your child has accepted
Christ and are interested in more infor-

commandments that I give you
today are to be on your hearts. Impress
them on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up.”

I encourage us today to think about
See C.E. CLIPS, Page 7
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Celebrating a new family

As friends and family members watch, Leann and Wenxi Funk open gifts at a Jan. 9 show-
er held in their honor at the church. Leann’s adoption of Wenxi from China became official
Oct. 26. Mother and son are living in the rural home they share with Leann’s parents.
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“Think about ways to encourage one another

to outbursts of love and good deeds.” (Heb. 10:24)

A publication of the Hillsboro Mennonite Brethren Church

An Inside Look

Where do we
go for answers?

or many, these are

difficult days. Sev-
eral people in our
congregation have
recently either lost
loved ones or have
loved ones who are
facing significant and
long-lasting health
challenges as a result
of sickness, old age,

Pastor Brian

or accidents.

For those who are facing those chal-
lenges, I want you to know that I am
personally praying for you and that
your church family cares about you
very, very much. It’s our prayer that
you will know that you are not alone
and that Jesus is walking with you by
His Spirit and through your faith com-
munity.

It is also important that we take
some time to reflect theologically dur-
ing times like these. Though we do not
have the space or time to lay out a fully
developed theology of evil and suffer-
ing, it is important to note that apart
from faith there is very little encour-
agement or hope in the face of life’s
suffering.

For the person without faith and
ultimately for the person without faith
in Jesus, life is boiled down to a cruel
experience in which suffering has the
final word in our lives. However, we
must remember that Christianity and
the message of the Bible is a message
of hope.

First, it is a message of hope that
those who believe in Jesus will love
each other and care for each other and
be there for each other in the midst of

See ANSWERS, Page 2
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CELEBRATING MARRIAGES

Early, but lasting,
connections

Editor’s note: As our thoughts turn to
romantic love during February, the month
of Valentine’s Day, the Encourager team
thought it would be interesting to hear
from couples in our church family who
married their high school sweethearts. We
asked them about their school-days con-
nection, what they ve learned about mar-
riage since then and to share a favorite
Valentine’s Day memory.

B MARILYN & KARL JOST: We started
dating in our high school sophomore
year. Some advice we have is to live one
day at a time and to fill it with love and to
not hesitate to say sorry.

Our favorite Valentine’s Day memory
is of when Marilyn made Karl a scrap-
book of pictures, their couple song and
their favorite sayings. We also enjoyed a
chocolate Valentine cake together.

H DELORA & KIM KAUFMAN: During
our sophomore year, Durham came to
Hillsboro when the high schools consoli-
dated and we met in Paul Jantzen’s biolo-
gy class. Toward the end of our junior
year, I asked for a ride on Kim'’s 1972
Suzuki, but our first official date was the
Junior/Senior Banquet in spring 1973.

We have three bits of advice that we
could pass on. The first is to have a great
sense of humor. Have fun and spend time
together, and lastly, when you find fault
with your mate, you’d better look in the
mirror. Nobody’s perfect.

We don’t go all out for Valentine’s Day,
so probably the most memorable times
have been the past few years when Kim’s
been on the Men’s Ministries committee
planning the Valentine Banquet in our
church. It’s fun to help put on a romantic
evening and watch others enjoy it.

See CONNECTIONS, Page 3



Faces in Our Places

Coming bhack to
the right place

rnest and Esther Wiens moved to

Hillsboro from Denver, Colo., in Octo-
ber 2010 and began attending HMBC
right away:

Neither is a complete stranger to
Hillsboro. Ernest grew up on a farm two
miles south of Canada (Kan.), joined
HMBC following baptism in the North
Cottonwood River as a teenager, and
graduated from Hillsboro High School
and Tabor College.

Esther moved to Hillsboro and joined
HMBC following their marriage June 2,
1950, and taught at Hillsboro Elementary
School for eight years.

During those eight years, Ernest
worked at the MB Publishing House on
North Main in Hillsboro, where he per-
formed almost all of the printing respon-
sibilities except setting type.

In fall 1958, they moved to Kansas City,
Kan., where Ernest enrolled at Kansas
City Dental School. After his graduation
in 1962, they moved to Colorado, where
he practiced dentistry in Lakewood until
retiring in 1983.

After Esther graduated from high
school, she took a summer of classes at
Tabor College before starting her teach-
ing career at New Hope country school

born to Dan and Kate Wiens. His
sister, Alice Bartel, lives in Col-
orado; sister Doris Guhr lives
here in Hillsboro; brother Don is
deceased; and Emerson lives in
North Newton. Ernest’s sister-in-
law, Elsa Wiens, moved to Hills-
boro with them and resides at
Parkside Homes.

Ernest and Esther are charter
members of Belleview Communi-
ty Church (MB) in Colorado,
where Esther was the church
librarian and Ernest held a vari-
ety of positions during the years

Ernest and Esther Wiens lived in Hillsboro for sever-  they attended. Before Belleview

al years before leaving in 1958 for dental school.

southeast of Canada. She lived with a
Richmond family about a mile from the
school and bicycled to school each day.
Her wages were $90 a month.

She has also taught in Lehigh,
Ramona, Hillsboro, Roeland Park (Kan.),
and Littleton, Colo., for a total of 40
years. Each summer she attended college
and eventually received a bachelor of
arts degree from Tabor College and a
master’s degree from Emporia State Uni-
versity. She retired from teaching in
1983.

Esther is the third daughter born to
J.W. and Mary Berg. She completed 12
years of schooling in Walton, where her
father managed the Co-op elevator. Her
oldest sister, Edna, is deceased, and her
other sister Hulda lives in North Dakota.

Ernest is the oldest of five children

was organized, they were mem-
bers of Garden Park MB Church
in Denver.

Ernest was a member of the Tabor
College Board of Directors for eight
years, a member of the Southern District
Stewardship Commission, and worked in
leadership positions at Deer Creek Camp
for many years.

The Wienses love to travel and have
traveled extensively. Ernest is an accom-
plished photographer. Esther loves to
read.

How do they feel about living in Hills-
boro again? Although they love Colorado,
they are in agreement that Hillsboro is
the right place for them now. They appre-
ciate the security of the Parkside Congre-
gate, where they live, and the view out
their east window is really good, too.

Ernest and Esther, we're glad you're a
part of HMBC. —Carrol L. Ediger

ANSWERS ...from Page 1

these challenging times. The goal of the
gospel is in large part the goal of draw-
ing together and forming a unique com-
munity of people who experience a bond
of brotherhood and sisterhood that runs
so deep that their commitment to one
another is defined by a profound love
and enduring presence through all of the
ups and down of life.

Next, it is a message of hope that the
challenges we face in this life, even when
not orchestrated or caused by God, will
be used by God to bring about good in
our lives.

This can be a very difficult truth to
accept, especially when we are in the
middle of the difficulty. And, it is cer-
tainly not the caring and loving thing to
bring out when someone is fresh in the
middle of a major hurt or loss in life.

Yet, it can provide comfort because it

once again reminds us that there is a
God and that He is at work in the world.
It reminds us that our suffering and our
pain is not random and meaningless
because as people who believe in God
and who believe in Jesus we interpret
even these difficult experiences in rela-
tion to Him. He is the backdrop to life
that the world does not acknowledge and
is none-the-less present and provides def-
inition to every area of life.

Finally, it is a message of hope that no
matter how good or bad it is, life on earth
is not the final word. We remember dur-
ing these difficult times of pain and loss
that one day God is going to set every-
thing right. He is going to wipe away our
pain and there will be no more loss.

And so, we comfort one another with
those promises. We hold on to our faith
and our belief that there is another life
waiting for us beyond this one in which
we will never again, for all of eternity,

know or experience the pain of loss and
grief and fear.

In the meantime, we grieve, we love,
we care and we seek to live a life that is
honoring to God. And as we do, we send a
much different message than we receive
from the world. Primarily because we
have a message of hope that is rooted in
the existence and presence of God in our
lives. And this not only changes us and
empowers us to be the community of
faith that God calls us to be, it also allows
us to have a witness in this world as we
live our lives differently, as we live our
lives in hope in the midst of the hopeless
situations in life.

May we continue to allow God to
transform us into the community that
the gospel of Jesus intends and may He
then use our distinctiveness to draw oth-
ers into that community as well.

Only Jesus has the answers to life.

—Pastor Brian

Strategic Planning

SLT a humbling
place to serve

Editor’s note: We asked members of our
church’s Strategic Leadership Team to tell
us why it's important for them to be
involved, and why they think this process
is a good thing for our church family,

Here are responses from three of the 13
members of the team, which has been
meeting at least monthly since last June.

H KRISTA HEINRICHS: I am humbled to
be a part of the SLT. We are called to
serve the Lord and love others and bring
them to Him. To turn those words into
action we need to look around us. Be real
in all relationships—with our family,
friends and co-workers. Next is praying,
planning—and then doing. Who's lives
do we touch? Then how do we share
God’s love with them—whether they are
like us or if they are different. That is
what I see this process to be, to put feet to
God’s word and direction.

If we can come together, not just indi-
vidual people and ideas, but God’s team
making the playbook for our time on the
field. We will reach more lives for the
Kingdom. We will all be blessed beyond
measure.”

W ERIC RECTOR: First, I am honored to
be a part of the SLT. It means a lot that
our congregation would place their trust
and faith in me to help represent the SLT
and lead our church in new directions.

I feel there is real need in our commu-
nity and our church could help meet
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those needs in a big way. As with any
new venture, proper planning is essen-
tial in order to optimize efficiency and
success. With a unified approach, provid-
ed through proper analysis and evalua-
tion, we can utilize God’s resources in
the most effective way possible.

We owe it to God and to those needing
our assistance, to be as productive as
possible maximizing every resource
available. By combining our efforts we
can create a community that will contin-
ue to support one another for genera-
tions to come.”

H DON RATZLAFF: One reason it was
important for me to be involved is
because I was asked to be involved
through the discerning process. I take
the call of the church seriously. That,
combined with my love for God and this
church, was a primary motivator.

It’s not always clear to me what I can
contribute, but I truly believe God has
great days in store for HMBC as we pur-
sue his call on our lives, both personally
and corporately. It’s a privilege to have a
part to play in that process.

God works through individuals, but I
believe there’s something essential about
a body of believers praying and thinking
and talking together about God’s will for
our corporate life together. There are so
many “good” things a church can do
without much body-wide coordination,
but I believe “great” (life-changing)
things can be accomplished when we are
unified around a vision for where God
seems to be leading us, and share a com-
mon purpose and direction for how to
pursue it. Then it’s up to God to use our
efforts for the transformation of lives—
for his glory and the growth of his king-
dom.

N “I CAN DO ALL THINGS THRU HIM”

M Braden Vogt qualified for the Cono-
co Phillips Meet of the Champs on Jan. 14-
16 in Bartlesville, Okla. He made it to the
finals in the 100-meter breast stroke and
the 50-meter breast stroke and was
awarded sixth place and fifth place,
respectively.

Way 2 Go! recognizes recent accomplishments
within our church family. If you know of some-
one who deserves a thumbs up, please contact
any member of The Encourager team.

Join hymn sing!

WOrd is out that there are hymn sings
at HMBC. Coming from a variety of
churches in Hillsboro and the surround-
ing communities, people are filling the
Hearth Room to capacity. Parents are
bringing their children, who take respon-
sibility for getting the hymnals back to
the sanctuary.

Leadership is provided by Dave Plett
and Steve Vincent. Steve has a devotional
and reads appropriate scriptures. He
shares the history of hymns and directs
the music. Participants select favorites.
Guest musicians have included Parkside
Voices, the Leland Sudermans, Olivia
Kliewer and Lewis Hagen.

Consider adding your voice to this
group in 2011 on the fourth Sunday of
every month at 6 p.m.

Shower of

HMBC Women's
Ministry hosted a
shower in the
Hearth Room Jan.
16 for Katie Baltzer
(lower left) in anti-
cipation of her
upcoming wedding
to Sam Cortright
on Jan. 22. About
30 women attend-
ed. Hostesses were
Lynn Wiebe, Vera

C.E. CLIPS ...from Page 8

some ways we can be more intentional
about passing down our faith to the next
generation. Sharing a prayer with your
child before they leave for school, talking
over the dinner hour about how you saw
God working that day, having a short
devotional time with your child before
bedtime—these are all little ways to have
a huge impact on our children’s spiritual
growth.

George Barna, in his book “Trans-
forming Children into Spiritual Champi-
ons,” states that from birth until the age
of 9a child is consuming cues and les-
sons from all around. Then, at about age
9, the child begins to use these cues from
that time forward.

We have a great window of opportu-
nity wide open to us to make a difference
for God in the lives of our children. Let’s
do it! —Bev Vogel, C.E. director



Celebration
and service
mark the
Christmas
season at
HMBC

Images of the season (Clockwise from top)

B The cast of the Children’s program Dec. 19.

B Kids Connection presented a program for families.
B Youth and adults gathered to sing Christmas carols
in local nursing homes.

B Fifth and sixth-grade girls perform a Sunday morn-
ing artistic interpretation of a Christmas ballad.

Seniors luncheon

The deacons hosted HMBC's
seniors in a luncheon on Dec.
12, 2010. Wally and Marlene
Kroeker, deacon coordinators,
organized the event. The tradi-
tional faspa menu of zwieback
and jelly, cheese, fresh fruit,
goodies, tea and coffee was
served. Parkside voices, led by
Steve Vincent, gave the program.
In addition to the choir songs,
Steve played a piano solo and
several songs on the bells. He
had pre-recorded background
music on organ and piano to
accompany himself on the bells.
In spite of the cold, the event was
very well attended.

CONNECTIONSfmm Page 1

B GLADYS & DON FUNK: We started
dating in 1950 during our high school
freshman year. Gladys was working at a
football concession stand when she met
Don.

Some advice we have is to make
Christ the center of your lives and to
exercise love, forgiveness, laughter and
tears. Love growing old together.

Our favorite Valentine’s Day memory
is in 1955 when we had a special dinner
together. We were living in Denver, Co.,
away from family and friends while in
government service, so it was nice to
have one another as company.

3

Don't miss our Valentines Banquet

Mark your calendars for this year’s Men’s Ministry Valentines Banquet at 6 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 19. Couples, singles, hungry individuals with a guest, or simply indi-
viduals looking for good entertainment can enjoy Mitch McVicker, a song writer
and contemporary Christian music entertainer who once was a member of the

Rich Mullens Group.

Fellowship hall will again be graced with a romantic atmosphere for all ages to
go along with great food and entertainment. The sale of tickets began Sunday, Jan.
23, for $15 each. As in past years, child care will be provided.

Don’t let this opportunity pass you by. —Glenn Thiessen

W PAULA & DALLAS JOST: Our first
date was a Halloween movie at the school
in fall 1979, when Dallas was a senior and
Paula was a junior. A connection that we
have is that we have the same birthday
(Now. 13).

The best advice we have for marriage
is forgiveness. Our best Valentine’s Day
memories have been from cookouts with
friends. We got married in summer 1983
at Parkview MB Church.

B TODD & SHAWNA VOGT: We have
always enjoyed each other’s company as
friends, and then we became best friends.
Since we started dating at such an early
age (summer before our high school
freshman year), when we went out
together it was mostly with a group of
friends.

We dated all through high school
without ever breaking up. We had lots of
fun together in high school with each
other and with friends. Our relationship
continued at Tabor College, where we
decided to marry after our sophomore
year in August 1990.

What seems to work for us is knowing
that we both love the Lord and are com-
mitted to our marriage. We know we are
each human and are going to make mis-
takes, but yet we try not to make mis-
takes over and over. We are also a team
when it comes to parenting. We love to go
on trips together, with the kids and also
with friends. So, getting away from the
“everyday” every once in awhile to have
lots of fun together is a highlight for us.
We both have a lot of the same interests,
which makes things a little easier.

We enjoy celebrating Valentine’s Day
usually with just the two of us by doing
something a little more special, like a
trip to Kansas City for the weekend, a

movie, a nice dinner or a romantic
evening at home while the kids are away.

However, since our kids are getting
older and time with them is limited due
to their activities, we did things a little
differently and had a blast taking them
tubing and skiing for the weekend last
year.

H DEBBIE & DOUG DICK: We started
dating at the end of Doug’s senior year,
and Debbie’s sophomore year in high
school. Our first date was to the MBY
banquet that spring.

The best advice that we can give
regarding marriage is to spend quality
time together on a regular basis. It is also
important to pray for your spouse daily,
and stay involved in a small group or
Sunday school class at church.

Our Valentine’s Day memories
include birthday celebrations since our
birthdays are both just a few days before
Valentine’s Day. We usually enjoy going
out to dinner. The Valentine’s banquet at
HMBC is also a way we have celebrated.



WE APPRECIATE YOU,

Leading and
modeling the
way of Jesus

QOver the course of the
year we plan to offer
opportunities for our
church family to express
its appreciation for
members of our leader-
ship staff This month
we’re featuring our
youth pastor, Paul Rau-
gust. Following are testimonies from MBY
youth, sponsors and parents.

H CLYDE & SHARON JOST: Youth pas-
tors need to have special gifts to be effec-
tive in youth ministry. Among that list is
relating to the youth, being a living exam-
ple of God’s love and caring hearts, mak-
ing the Word of God relevant to the youth
and applicable to their lives right now.

We, at HMBC appreciate that Paul has
these gifts and is willing to share them
with our youth. Paul’s emphasis lately
has been instructing our youth to under-
stand why the principles of Godly living
are important now, so that as our youth
become seniors and leave the MBY, their
church family and family, they are
grounded in those truths/values.

Paul, thanks for your enthusiasm,
effectiveness, and willingness to work
with our youth here at HMBC. Keep up
the good work.

H TAYLOR VOGT: I do not know of a
specific circumstance that Paul has
helped me with, but I know that if I asked
him he would help me. I trust and respect
him as a youth pastor. I also enjoy coming
to MBY each week and knowing that it
will be interesting and fun. He is a good
leader for our youth group.

Paul has blessed me by his example of
his heart for the Lord and his sense of
humor.

Thank you, Paul.

H DENISE BROWN: I really appreciate
Paul’s ability to connect with kids and his
strong desire to see them go beyond just
being “saved,” but grow into a deep rela-
tionship with Christ.

Ml KATIE PRITCHARD: I thank God for
Paul Raugust, for what he has done for
our youth group. The things he does for
us ranges from putting fundraisers

together so that we can make money to
help with our costs for SDYC to even going
with some of our youth to Canada. He
also checks with some of us to see if his
Wednesday night topics make sense to
us—to see if we get it.

But Paul has also helped me through
encouraging me and in playing a big role
in sharing Christ’s love with a classmate.

God has really made Paul to be a bless-
ing to others—to both the Christians and
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PAUL!

to those who don’t know our loving God
yet.
M ERIC & JENNY RECTOR: Paul has a

genuine desire to connect with people and

obviously has a passion for outreach. We
appreciate that he is willing to try any-
thing to entertain and connect with the
youth!

He genuinely cares for each one of the
kids and challenges them to grow in their
spiritual life.

Trip will test mission as a way of life

Paul, Sara, Hazel and Luka Raugust will
be in Mexico for about two weeks later this
month for a cross-cultural missions experi-
ence. We asked Sara to reflect on how this
adventure came about.

Four years ago Paul and I took a per-
spectives course on world missions,
which solidified our feeling that we as
Christians are required to be missional at
home or elsewhere, and I especially
haven’t had much cross-cultural mission
experience, so we started praying and
looking into possible options.

We don’t have much for “exact”
detailed plans, but in general are going to
spend time with the Matthew team in
Guadalajara, observing and helping as we
can with their various ministries, as well
as simply getting to know them and their
perspective in Mexico.

We also intend to spend some time

with church planters in Mexico City
whom John Pritchard has connections
with (this is pretty vague still).

We’ll be in Guadalajara for one week,
and then we’ll take a bus to Mexico City
for one week as well.

Family is very important. We want
Hazel and Luka to be a part of our fami-
ly’s ministry, and to know that missions is
a way of life. Children are so open and
honest, and we look forward to the effect
this will have on our interactions in Mexi-
co.

Please pray for travel logistics, that we
will get there and home safely(without
completely annoying everyone else on the
plane), but mostly that we will put our
own interests in the background and
instead focus on God’s plans for our time
in Mexico and the people we meet along
the way. Thank you for your prayers!

—Sara Raugust

Jon Pritchard (left), representing MB Missions, offers a word of affirmation and encour-
agement during the Jan. 16 Worship service to Paul and Sara and the girls about their
upcoming mission experience. Pastor Brian (second from left) expressed his support as
well for the two-week opportunity to experience cross-cultural mission.

Transition complete
for seniors ministry

fter eight years of serving HMBC as pastor to
the seniors, Dave and Elvira Plett relinquished
their responsibilities at the Jan. 2 worship service.
Picking up that ministry are Loyal and Rosella
Martin and Wally and Marlene Kroeker. The many
areas covered by the Pletts will be shared as follows:
The Martins: crisis care, funeral planning,

preaching when needed.

The Kroekers: coordinating visitation, senior

care ministry.

The church is deeply grateful for the years the
Pletts have served so faithfully. God has answered
prayer and called the Kroekers and Martins to fill

this need. Again, for this we are thankful.

The ministry couples for seniors, former and present, pose for a team photo: (from
left) Elvira and Dave Plett, who recently completed their duties; and new workers
—LeOra Grunau  Rosella and Loyal Martin and Marlene and Wally Kroeker.

Youth In Ministry

Youth working
toward NYC trip

e coming months for our high school

ministry will be busy ones. Much of
that is going to be precipitated by prepar-
ing for our National Youth Conference of
Mennonite Brethren Churches in San
Antonio, Texas, April 16-19. Our students
are gearing up for a final season raising
support to help fund our trip and curb the
cost.

Since the NYC has taken on the empha-
sis of missions and service, the movement
to cities has been great. It affords for huge
numbers of youth to have enough min-
istries and connecting points for getting
plugged into missions in the area.

Having gone a year ago with many
other youth pastors from around the coun-

NYC fundraisers

March 9: Chili Feed, Rent-a-Student,
and Pie in the Face Auction

TBA: Special music concert featuring
not only youth, but anyone in our
church with gifts and talents to share,
like a variety show.

try to preview the site and its ministries
has me so excited about the opportunities.
On top of that, we are excited about the
messages we will hear from Shane Clai-
borne and Paula Simpson-Parry. Shane
has a life characterized by a radical obedi-
ence to gospel that is characterized by
social justice and peacemaking. He is gift-
ed to speak on how justice and missions
transform lives when the poor and
oppressed are served.

Paula has extensive experience in min-
istry in leading and creating children and
youth programs. She is passionate about
training young people to evangelize and be
disciples.

College class: Pursing the radical

The College Group at 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day is beginning a book by David
Platt titled “Radical; Taking Your Faith
Back from the American Dream.”

It’s a challenging look at the call of
Jesus to sell all your possessions and

give them to the poor, to leave your fam-

ily without a good-bye, to love God so
much that it makes our relationships
with friends and family look like hate.

Do we really know anyone who lives
like this? Do you? The book explores
the incredible journey one church is
taking to be disciples of Christ and fol-
low the words and call of Jesus.

Any college student is welcome to
join us. E-mail
paulraugust@yahoo.com if you are
interested in coming and will need a
book. —Paul Raugust

Anyone is welcome to be part of this
transforming week, both before, during
and after. Before, you can pray for stu-
dents and families to make decisions of
commitment for this event. You can pray
for their heart preparation. You can par-
ticipate in our fundraisers. You can
donate through a designated tithe.

During the conference you can pray
for safety, God’s spirit to move, lives to be
changed, and mission and vision for stu-
dents to bring back to our community.

Afterward you can pray for students’
response to a changed life, boldness and
perseverance for the decisions that were
made. —Paul Raugust

HMBC FAMILY NEWS

Births

Broden Cade born Nov. 12 to Jeremy
and Dionne Loewen.

Tasia Grace to Julia (Loewen) and Caleb
Miles on Dec. 24 in Lyons.

Engagements

Bailey Estelle & Jesse Jordan, wedding
planned for July 16.

Stephanie Wiens & Eric Funk, wedding
planned for June 19.

Weddings
Tina Regier & Seth Post, Nov. 12.
Amy Duerksen & Paul Galle, Jan. 1.
Katie Baltzer & Sam Cortwright, Jan.
22.

Deaths
Clyde Schroeder, Dec. 16
Wesley Regier, Jan. 3
Vincent Nikkel, Jan. 9



