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ANADARKO: Filled with blessings, challenges
Another trip filled with blessings, as

well as challenges, best describes this
year’s mission trip to Anadarko. 

Five girls and 11 guys, along with spon-
sors Greg and Denise Brown and Glenn
and Maura Wiebe, arrived
on a rainy Sunday night to
find broken air-conditioner
units and a roof  with more
leaks than we had pans to
catch them. 

Despite a discouraging
start, God showed His faith-
fulness through the gen-
erosity of  so many of  you,
and we were able to not
only repair the roof  and
buy two new window units,
but also to purchase and
paint the exterior, provide
diapers and formula to a
needy mother, purchase
repair supplies for swings
and restrooms, and leave
money to cover materials to
fix the sanctuary ceiling.

Most important of  all,
two young men gave their lives to Christ
as two of  our team shared their faith with
them.

Here are the thoughts of  some of  our
students who made the trip this year:

■ Brenna Blacketter: “I definitely felt

God working through me and in me. I felt
kind of  stale at the beginning, and timid.
But God gave me the strength and words
to really reach a couple of  the kids and
even a teen. I loved seeing the way He can

work, and it really gave me a
new passion for life and bold-
ness to do His work.  

“Also, I saw a girl choose
the right thing to do and turn
her life around to do the work
and will of  God, turning
down her old way. God is
amazing!”

■ Jesse Brown: “Since
our trip, I’ve thought a lot
about how I let my friends
influence me, not always in
the best way. The kids I met
there have a lot more peer
pressure than I do and stand
strong in their faith and I
have been challenged to do
the same.”

■ Jake Wiebe: “Making
the trip to Anadarko is
always the highlight of  my

year, without question. Each time that I
go, it seems a little harder to leave. When I
consider the relationships we built there,
the kids we got to know, and all the work
we do, it makes it even harder to leave and
even more tempting to stay. 

“It’s a blessing almost as much to us as
it is to the community for us to be there.
It’s refreshing to go down to Ana darko and
love and sacrifice and give the last drop of
energy you have to the kids even when you
feel you have none to spare. 

“God is really with us through the
entire week, fueling our hands to work and
keeping us from going crazy being around
each other for a week and keeping our
poor backs from breaking shoulder ride
after shoulder ride. 

“We could really feel your thoughts and
prayers this year. It's by far the most fan-
tastic experience I've had, and I wouldn't
trade a single minute I've been there.”

■ Shaq Thiessen: “The trip down
there was awesome but one thing that I
took away from that experience was that
we can’t judge a book by its cover and I
think that many of  us did.  We were judg-
ing the kids by how they looked or how
they dressed and we just need to realize
that some of  these kids come from a really
hard background.”

■ Franny Gottsch: “I think the
Anadarko trip is a great way for us to not
only connect with the kids there but
strengthen our relationship with our
friends from home. Hopefully for the trips
that come I will be able to go and rejoin my
Hillsboro group of  friends!”

—Denise Brown

“One thing that I
took away from that
experience was that
we can’t judge a
book by its cover
and I think that
many of us did. We
were judging the
kids by how they
looked or how they
dressed and we just
need to realize that
some of these kids
come from a really
hard background.”

—SHAQ THIESSEN

The painting brigade takes a break from their task to pose for a group photo.
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BY NATHAN VOGEL

There we were at 6 a.m., Paul Raugust,
Daniel Dick, Mason McCarty, Ben

Reiswig, Taylor Hagen and I, standing
around the church’s 15-passenger van
waiting for the only girl going on the trip,
Candace Weinbrenner, to arrive.  

Expecting Candace to arrive on her
bicycle while pulling her luggage along
beside her, we were surprised to see her
pull up in her car. 

Shortly after her arrival, we embarked
on our journey to somewhere, for Paul, the
driver, was the only one of  us aware of
where we were headed.

We drove and we drove, making quick
stops along the way for coffee and candy,
and a quick break at Greensburg. There
we took a gander down the largest hand-
dug well in America which, according to
Ben, was only about 20 feet deep.

After a quick laugh at Ben’s lack of
depth perception, we moved on to bigger
and better things—like the strangest play-
ground we had ever laid eyes upon. The
bizarre looking equipment left us all per-
plexed about how one could play on such
equipment. However, we did find a seat,
best described as a rotating mushroom,
which left Daniel dizzy for the rest of  the
car ride.  

After Daniel staggered back into the
van, we continued the drive. After driving
through 80 some miles of  nothing, we
arrived at our destination—Red River,
N.M., where the rivers are not really red.

After checking into our condo, we had a

lasagna dinner, then went out on the town
to get a feel for the place before we went
back to our beds and called it a night.

The next morning, we headed off  on a
five-mile hike up into the mountains to
find Lost Lake. After a far more grueling
hike than we had expected, we found the
Lost Lake, and returned it to its owner, a
scruffy, old mountain goat whom we
named Mr. Tumnus. After being fed baby

carrots, granola bars and chocolate chip
cookies, the goat continued to roam about
the mountainside.

As soon as we had gotten to the lake,
Ben began to fish, but to no avail. When all
hope of  Ben bringing back a fish was lost,
Taylor came to the rescue.  Taylor walked
farther down the shore and simply stuck
his hand under a rock and pulled out a
rainbow trout. It was a miracle!  

After a couple hours at the lake, we
headed back to the condo after quickly
soaking our feet in a frigid mountain
stream. 

Soon it was Sunday, our last day at Red
River. In the morning, we took the ski lift
to the top of  one of  the surrounding moun-
tains where we played disc golf.  Paul start-
ed us off  with a Frisbee throw so spectacu-
lar that it would have made a professional
blush with shame. 

The rest of  us…not so much. Our Fris-
bees were going off  course and deep into
the woods.  On one occasion, our lack of
skill paid off. As I searched for my Frisbee
50 yards off  of  the course, I came upon a
fawn. It was either very tame, or paralyzed
in fear, because four of  us stood around it
taking turns petting it.

After our game, we returned to the ski
lift and were wafted back down the moun-

SENIOR HIDEOUT: A final fling of fun & faith

The seniors take a break during an uphill bicycle ride. From left: Daniel Dick, Nathan
Vogel, Candace Weinbrenner, Mason McCarty, Taylor Hagen.

Encountering
a goat along
the trail ap-
pears to be
an unnerving
experience
for at least
one of the
MBY seniors.
The goat was
christened
“Mr. Tum-
nus” from
the “Chroni-
cles of Nar-
nia” series.

See HIDEOUT, cont’d on Page 7
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Jr. MBYers serve
and clean at camp

Service ProjectService Project

HIDEOUT, cont’d from Page 6

HMBC FAMILY LIFE

ENGAGEMENTS
Tina Regier and Seth Post; wedding

planned for Nov. 12.

WEDDINGS
Lance Bartel and Kim Lamar, Sept. 4.

DEATHS
Edwin Fadenrecht, Aug. 13.

tain. After eating lunch, we rented moun-
tain bikes and rode up the mountain. This
was handily the toughest workout any of
us had done in a long time. Luckily, the ride
down was much easier and worth the hard
work.

That evening, as sore as we all were, we
thought we would go to a hot spring that sat
right next to the Rio Grande. We took our
15-passenger van where no 15-passenger
van had gone before, and safely arrived at
the hot spring. 

Sponsor Denise Brown took 10 Jr. MBY
students for a week-long service project

this summer at Kanakuk Kamp near Bran-
son, Mo. They served and cleaned up all
three meals for the several hundred
campers. Several students offered their
impressions of  that experience:

■ Erin Wiebe: While I was at Kanakuk,
God taught me how to humble myself  like a
servant and do his work more in the back-
ground instead of  where everybody
notices. I also got closer to my friends by
working hard and having fun. On this trip
we also focused on the theme “I am third”
(God first, others second, me third), which
is a good reminder every day for keeping
focused on what’s really important.

■ Ali Jo Blazek: God taught me how to be

happy with what I
have and not to be
greedy. I also learned
how happy it makes
me feel to serve oth-
ers.

■ Tanner Sechrist:
My trip to Kanakuk
was great in that I
finally got to visit the
place I had heard so
much about. The
work, although hard,
was more fun than
one would think you
could have in a hot
humid kitchen. I
learned that not all
work is bad and that
if  you work hard you
get rewarded. We had
lots of  activities like a zip line, boating,
and a night out in Branson. And a T-shirt.

■ Hannah Marie Bostic: While I was at
Kanakuk, God taught me how to respect
the people in the background. Being there
taught me to take what I get and don't com-

plain because some people have worked
hard to get it and how to be a servant and
help people. I also learned how hard my
mom works at her job. Most of  all I learned
that God is first; others are second; and I
am third.

After a nice, long soak and a quick jump
in the Rio Grande, just so we could say
we’ve been in the Rio Grande, we thought
we would go to the“amazing bridge” some-
one at the hot spring had told us about.
Apparently, this bridge, that Taylor named
Devil’s Bridge, has been in many movies
and is the seventh most suicidal bridge in
America.

At Devil’s Bridge, we had a shockingly
good time. Thunder storms were approach-
ing from the east, and there was a light
sprinkle as we walked across the bridge.
That was when things started to get a little

peculiar.  With every step,
Ben was tapping the rail,
unleashing a bright
spark. Using his new
found powers, Ben began
shocking us. 

But soon, most of  the
group lost interest in the
bridge and returned to
the van, leaving Paul,
Taylor and I to have an
unforgettable experience.
It was dark by the time
the three of  us reached
the center of  the bridge.
We each put our hands on
the rail and looked down
into the deep gorge. A
semi drove across, mak-
ing the bridge tremble
beneath us, which was

quite a terrifying feeling.
Then, I’m not sure, but I think Paul

poked God. Paul reached over the rail and
pointed at the horizon. We started to hear
this loud buzzing sound, almost as if  a
cicada had landed on Paul’s finger. But it
was no cicada. Paul’s finger was being elec-
trocuted by the surrounding air.

Terrified of  being struck by lightning,
the three of  us bolted across the bridge
back to the van. At this moment, I wished I
had returned to the van with the rest of
them, because the sight of  three men
scared silly and sprinting across that
bridge would have been hilarious. 

Morning came quickly and it was time
to return home. We packed our things,
loaded the van and started the nine-hour
drive back home. We had a great time on
that trip, and I’d like to thank Paul for the
things he’s done for the senior class and to
everyone else for their prayers.

The guys enjoy some time relaxing in a hot spring pool
next to the Rio Grande River.

Erin Wiebe (right) scrapes a platter during clean-up time fol-
lowing a meal at Kanakuk Kamp.
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■ Sunday school classes
for all ages are launching for
the fall and begin at 9:30 each
Sunday morning. Our chil-
dren’s classes, ages 2 years

through the sixth grade meet in the chil-
dren’s wing. The 2- and 3-year-old class
meets in Room 205 with Ron and Fran
Duerksen and Alexis Koop as teachers.
Our Pre-Kindergar ten and Kindergarten
class will meet in Room 207 with Bekah
Thiele and Vera Isaac leading them. 

The first and second-grade class will
meet in Room 209;  Karen and Gary Wiens
will be their teachers. The third- and
fourth-grade will be taught by Jan Terman
in Room 210. This year, the fifth- and sixth-
grade girls’ class will be taught by Carolyn
Brazil (Room 211) and the fifth- and sixth-
grade boys will be taught by Daryl Kliewer
(Room 212).

■ The children’s Sunday school
offering project this next quarter will
focus on China. We are still working on
some details of  this, but it will be an excit-
ing, “close to home” connection, so
remember to ask your children and grand-
children about it and help them remember
their offering money each Sunday.

l o v in g  Go d
Lo v in g  peo pl e
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Sunday classes prepared for all ages as fall rolls in

■ Many of  our adult education class-
es are also beginning new studies this fall,
and if  you are not yet involved in a group,
we encourage and welcome you to visit
various classes that you may have an inter-
est in. A detailed class list and description
are included on an insert in this issue of
the Encourager.  Please refer to it and con-
tact Bev Vogel at the church office if  you
have questions.

Our adult classes are very welcoming
and caring groups, and we think you’ll
find a place that is right for you—give
them a try.

■ Wednesday night activities begin
Wednesday, Sept. 8. We have a great meal
served for everyone each Wednesday
beginning at 6 p.m. with all classes begin-
ning at 7 p.m. See the detailed list of  chil-
dren’s classrooms and teachers on the
insert in this edition of  the Encourager.

■ “Keys for Kids” family devotional
for families with child ren sixth grade or
younger is available in the Children’s
Wing.  

This booklet is great for families to
read together at breakfast, before bedtime,
or even after your evening meal. It has
everyday stories that children can relate to
that are tied together with a Scripture pas-
sage and scriptural truth that is put into a
language a child can understand.

We are offering these free of  charge
and encourage parents or even grandpar-
ents to take time with their children each
day—making the most of  these young
years to give them a foundation built on
Jesus Christ that will take them through
the tough times in life. 

One thing that I’ve already experienced
as a parent of  two “young men” is that I
cannot keep them safe from “life things”
that will come their way. We have to equip
our children with skills and tools: truth
from God’s Word that will give them what
they need to walk through life, a life that is
sometimes very hard, unfair and cruel.

Sometimes we as parents can become
discouraged in the rat race of  life. We are
so busy just trying to do the things that are
absolutely necessary.  We think, “How can
we fit in one more thing?” These little
devotionals take only a few minutes each
day but the rewards that will come as the
weeks and months go by will amaze you.   

From personal experience, I have to tell
you that the day my teenage son saw some-
thing unexpected happen and said out
loud, “Thank you, Jesus!” was a day tears
came to my eyes, knowing that the time
spent teaching about Jesus was time well
spent.   

Take time today to pick up a “Keys for
Kids” devotional.

—Bev Vogel
Christian education director

This fall begins a trans-
formational time for

youth ministries, for both
Jr. and Sr. High. Programs
kick off  in full gear and stu-
dents, leaders, teachers and
parents all experience the
excitement and fruit of  being incorpo-
rated into a community of  people grow-
ing in their walk with Jesus.  

Jr. and Sr. High mid-week activities
kick off  with a splash Sept. 8. The fol-
lowing week, Sept. 15, we are hosting a
Jr. and Sr. High parent meeting in the

Fellowship Hall from 6:45
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. We will
share our vision for the
school year, explain how
the ministries will be led
and organized, introduce
our volunteers and teach-

ers, share major calendar events, and
look forward to what we will be learn-
ing.

We are excited to be partners in min-
istry with all of  our families and we
would love if  every parent can be there.

—Paul Raugust

Fall is transformational for youth ministries
Mark your calendar:
Parent meeting
Sept. 15 for parents
of Jr. High and Sr.
High youth. 

Teachers and rooms have been assigned
for children’s classes on Sunday morning. 

C.E.
CLIPS


