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Service projectsService projects

“...whenever we can, we should always be
kind or do good to everyone, and especially
to our Christian brothers” (Gal. 6:10)

Recently, several groups took that Scrip-
ture seriously. The Dorcas class collect-

ed food items to help Lydia Hein celebrate
her birthday. There was meat for the freez-
er and canned and boxed food, plus soup
and fresh baked bread for that evening’s
dinner. 

Five women went to visit and deliver
the food. Emice and Lydia expressed deep
gratitude. 

Men’s Ministry sent a group of  men to
help Jennifer and Mary Ann Unruh move
items to the fair barn for an auction. Jen-
nifer has moved into the Grand Oaks
apartment complex where Mary Ann lives.
Again, this was so much appreciated. 

On Monday, Aug. 23, a group of  17 Tabor
students participated with our church in a
service project at Bob and Joyce Wall’s
farm while Bob was in the hospital follow-
ing major surgery.  

Paul Raugust coordinated the project
along with help from Jim and Mary Regi-
er to cut trees and saplings from CRP land,
till flower beds, mow the yard, and clean
cedars of  bagworms.  

Paul’s dad, Barry, a friend of  Bob and
Joyce from Wichita, led the tree-cutting
crew. Others picked bagworms, and Mary
fed the crew with cinnamon rolls made by
Shirley Kasper. Jim and Sharon Bartel
chopped down weeds and helped the oth-
ers, along with the Walls’ son-in-law, Chris
Frantz.

The work was hard and the weather
was hot, but the project was completed
well  Bob and Joyce are so thankful and
appreciative for the service that was done
on their behalf.

The writer of  Titus talks about “real
enthusiasm for doing kind things for oth-
ers.” Certainly, this would include show-
ing  love and doing kind things for the
unsaved as well. Christ demonstrated that
again and again in His three-year ministry
on earth. It is now our privilege to be
Jesus’s hands and feet.

Groups match
deeds with needs

Student volun-
teers from
Tabor College
get their work
instructions
from Jim
Regier (far
right) at the
farm of Bob
and Joyce
Wall. The
group worked
with vegeta-
tion issues on
CRP land and
around the
farmyard.

STRATEGIC, cont’d from Page 1

Once that vision has been dis-
cerned and affirmed by our congrega-
tion, we will be able to begin to work
on strategies and the development of
initiatives and plans for bringing that
vision into reality. It will involve our
ministry methods, programming,
budgeting, staffing and working with
each ministry area to develop plans
that reflect our stated values, mission
and vision.

These are exciting days at Hills-
boro MB. As the Strategic Leadership
Team continues to meet and seek God
for his direction, and as we process
that direction as a congregation and
give our prayerful input, please con-
tinue to ask God to use the entire
process to lead us into the future that
He has planned for us. As we do that,
we can be sure that He promises to
lead us, guide us and to never leave
us.

With God’s help and blessing our
best days lie ahead!

—Pastor Brian

Tabor Sunday draws around 210 students
Tabor Sunday at Hillsboro MB was a huge success due to many good cooks, all the gener-
ous donations that came in and the Social Committee. We look forward to this Sunday
since it brings back familiar faces along with new faces from the Tabor campus. This year
the students came out in awesome numbers. We estimated that 210 dined with us in the
Fellowship Hall. Plates were full and we gave away 40-plus gift certificates, food pack-
ages, laundry money as well as other donated items. One lucky student received her se-
mester of books paid in full by several donors. We love seeing Tabor faces in the church
and we hope we are creating opportunities to learn the names that belong to the faces. If
you are interested in getting more involved with Tabor students here at HMBC consider
getting involved with Tabor Connections. —HMB Tabor Connections
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Groenings make
ministry changes

Joel and Cindy
Groening (stand-
ing, far left) visit
with Ruth
Friesen during a
watermelon-feed
and sharing time
sponsored Sept.
19 by the HMBC
Mission Board.The old is comfortable, it fits, it’s famil-

iar, it’s not threatening. Kind of  like
old clothes that we grab on Saturday
morning, they feel good. 

But sometimes we are called to some-
thing new, and unlike the old, it isn’t
always comfortable, it doesn’t always seem
to fit very well at first, it’s certainly not
familiar, and it can be threatening. 

The “old” for us was our work and
place of  ministry at Nasuli in the South-
ern Philippines. It was a very comfortable,
familiar and wonderful place to serve and
much was accomplished for the Lord
there. But it was time to move on after 26
years there; the need for a large center like
Nasuli has gone because the work of  Bible
translation is being accomplished. That is
something we are very thankful for. 

So what is the “new” that is facing us?
We have moved to Davao City, about

four hours drive further south and east of
Nasuli still on the large island of  Min-
danao. We will be assuming dual roles as
language program coordinators and serv-
ing in media production. 

The first role will be serving four differ-
ent translation projects that are in

process, doing what we can to enable them
to do their translation work well. This cer-
tainly includes being an encouragement to
them and being available to listen and help
as needed. Two of  these projects are near-
ing completion and we are excited to see
the culmination of  many years of  work
with a dedication of  the New Testa ment in
the next year or so. 

The second role in media production
involves using our training to record
Scripture, music, Bible stories, or dub a
film into minority languages, like the
“Jesus Film.” This emphasis on media is
responding to the reality that 70 percent of
the world’s people come from oral cul-
tures, and as such, they respond to the
gospel message much better when it is pre-
sented in an oral form. 

We are excited about the ways we can
serve both as recordists ourselves and to
train Filipinos to take responsibility for
producing their own oral materials in the
years ahead. We will be developing a small
studio to do this work and would appreci-
ate your prayers and gifts.

The children of  HMBC gave offering
money to purchase Saber mp3 players for
use among Filipinos in the mountains
where there is no electricity. There are
wonderful reports of  how God is using
those Sabers for his Glory. Thank you so
much!

If  you would like to have a part in our
work, contact us at joel-
cindy_groening@sil.org

Thank-you for your prayers!
—Joel & Cindy Groening

Group cooks up
funding for organ
On behalf of the Worship
Events Board, Jim and Mary
Regier headed the efforts to
raise money to enhance our
sanctuary organ by organizing
a sausage-on-a-stick food
booth at our Arts and Crafts
Fair on Sept. 18. Donations of
36 dozen zwieback baked by
our ladies, time working the
booth, and monetary contribu-
tions to defray expenses re-
sulted in $1,700 added to the
organ fund. This will allow
more pipes and reed stops to
be added to the organ to cre-
ate a fuller, richer sound.
Shown here helping with the
project are (from left) Ray
Franz, Steve Vincent, Brad
Vogel, Sandy Bartel, Aldina
Franz. —Mary Regier
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From ‘love feast’
to ‘bread and cup’

Faith & PracticeFaith & Practice

The early Christians called the Lord’s
Supper a “love feast.” In the early days

they took the bread and the cup in the con-
text of  a festive meal. As was the commun-
ion meal with Jesus and his disciples. 

By the late second century, the bread
and the cup were separated from the meal.
This change may have been due to who par-
ticipated in the fellowship meal, not want-
ing non-believers to profane the practice. 

By the fourth century, the love feast was
prohibited among Christians and thus the
joyful, down-to-earth ritual that had been
practiced, was lost. 

With the disappearance of  the fellow-
ship meal, a new ritual, including only the
bread and the cup, was introduced, called
the Eucharist. New meanings now

appeared to define the “bread and the cup.”
Leadership was responsible for the admin-
istration of  the Eucharist and thus the
bread and the cup began to be viewed as
holy objects.

The Friday morning
study/prayer group of  six men
has been meeting for more than
a dozen years when small
groups were organized. Its
membership has
changed a little, but
charter members are
still present. 

Recently, to repli-
cate the original
church practice, a
breakfast meal, including the
bread and the cup, was used to celebrate
conversion, baptism and communion, with
the main dish prepared by the spouse of
the former member. 

Each member shared his experience of
how the three elements of  becoming a
member of  the church, and how this
process, had become a meaningful event. 

In sharing the “communion breakfast”

and the experiences of  having accepted
salvation for each of  those present was to
share the body and blood of  the Lord spiri-
tually. 

The Eucharist today is practiced weekly
or monthly in various denominations
and confession seems to be a part of  the
practice. In traditional Mennonite
churches, communion is only serving of
the bread and the cup in the Lord’s Sup-
per. 

In most churches, foot
washing, as part of  the
service, is now only a
memory. The earlier
sharing of  the ele-
ments distributed

throughout the congregation by the dea-
cons is more in style of  a shared meal.
Renewal of  the covenant with God and
with each other is still implied in the prac-
tice of  communion.

The Eucharist, or Holy Communion,
comes from the Latin, meaning “thanks-
giving.” It may be used in several ways,
referring to the presence of  Christ, as the
high priest in our lives.   —Ben Wiens

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
MCC meat canning

November 1-2

in Wichita on Tuesday evening, Sept. 28.
Many of  the families who were involved
purchased additional tickets for themselves
and had a great time together celebrating
the accomplishments of  the students. 

A lot of  us have seen hours of  Veggie -
Tales stories on DVD but this opportunity
really brought them to life.

■ A parental challenge that I would
like to begin this new church year with is
that we work hard with encouraging our

places to invest our finances. I can assure
you that investing time and energy into
memorizing Scripture will always yield
high dividends. 

The psalmist wrote in Psalm 119:11,
“Thy Word have I hid in my heart, that I
might not sin against God.” Wow! If  memo-
rizing God’s Word and hiding it in our
hearts keeps us and our children from sin-
ning, why wouldn’t we work hard to help
them memorize? How many hurtful things
will this one simple act keep our children
from being involved in? It  also will help
our children to know God more intimately
and have a deeper and closer walk with
Him. 

I know it takes time, but you will see
that it is time well spent and that the win-
dow of  opportunity gets smaller and small-
er with each passing year. Take time now!
God is always faithful to complete His
work.   —Bev Vogel, director

children to keep up with their weekly
Scripture memorization for Sunday morn-
ings and especially Wednesday nights. 

Our Wednesday night Child ren’s Min-
istry Team puts a lot of  emphasis on Scrip-
ture memory and works with the children
on this at the beginning of  every class
time. Our teachers and helpers are diligent
to listen to the verses that the students
have memorized each week, and when chil-
dren begin to be consistent about this, it
encourages other students to do the same. 

These days we are looking for good

Twenty-two children and parents from HMBC enjoyed time together—and a great
show—at the live VeggieTales production in Wichita on Sept. 28. 

HMBC FAMILY LIFE

WEDDINGS
Chris Coryea & Setu Pathak, Oct. 3
Becky Ediger & Jackie Gage, Sept. 12
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■ Welcome to fall! Schools
are back in session, athletic
events are going full speed
ahead, drama departments are
buzzing—and moms, dads,

grandpas and grandmas are attempting to
keep up! Fall has an excitement all of  its
own, and life at Hillsboro MB is no excep-
tion. 

■ You may have noticed paw prints
down the hallway to the children’s wing
several weeks ago. These were significant
for a couple of  reasons. 

First, in the past our children’s Sunday
school classes have been named by their
age level—2s and 3s, first and second
grade, and so on. This year we decided to
attach an animal and its paw print to each
class. We now have the Chipmunk, Squir-
rel, Beaver, Lion, Mouse and Wolf. Classes
chose their animal because of  certain
characteristics that it has. When you see
the children, you might just take a
moment to ask them about it. 

The second thing significant about the
paw prints is that it helps represent our
theme verse for our children’s Sunday
school department. Galatians 5:25 says,
“Since we live by the Spirit let us keep in

l o v in g  Go d
Lo v in g  peo pl e
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Fall brings new energy for children ministries, too

step with the Spirit.” We have been talking
about the importance of  the Holy Spirit in
our lives and that after we invite Jesus into
our lives, the Holy Spirit begins to help us
do things that we can’t do on our own. We
have talked a lot about the Fruit of  the
Spirit found in Galatians 5:22 and how
things like love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control should be evident in our
lives if  we are letting Jesus be in control of
our lives. 

We are being reminded to “keep in
step” with the Holy Spirit every time we
see the paw print on our Sunday school
room door. We are learning how to love
others like Jesus loves us—even when it’s
hard and what it means to have
joy—even when things aren’t
going like we want them too.
We even have a theme song that
we sing which includes both
Galatians 5:22 and 5:25. 

Keep the children coming!
Several weeks ago we had a
record attendance of  58 chil-
dren, sixth grade and younger.

■ Wednesday nights are
spreading around a lot of
joy. Beginning at 6 p.m. we
start with a delicious meal for
everyone and a great time to
connect with new friends and
old. At 6:30 the Men of  Prayer
gather in Room 301 and the
children head outside for fun
with friends until 6:55, when

we come back in for class time. 
It’s been great to see the children inter-

acting and having a good time together in
play and in study time. This is a big oppor-
tunity for children to invite friends that
don’t attend another church on Wednes-
day nights and help them to see how
important Jesus is in our lives and how
much He can help us.

■ VeggieTales Live! This past sum-
mer our children took on a VeggieTales
summer Scripture memorization chal-
lenge. At the end of  the summer, 10 names
of  children who memorized Scripture for
this challenge were drawn for a free ticket
to attend the VeggieTales Live production

C.E.
CLIPS

Our 15 Wednesday night first and second graders break from their lesson with Tabor
student Amanda Gayer, to say “Hi.”

See C.E. CLIPS cont’d on Page 5

The VeggieTales characters took the stage Sept. 28 in
a live production in Wichita.


