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third grade, Carolyn made the switch to
teaching to third/fourth-grade Sunday
school, where she is now in her eighth year
of  teaching.

Carolyn enjoys spending time with her
students and interacting with them. She
has also worked with vacation Bible school
since 1998 and was the director for this
activity in both 2008 and 2009.

Planting seeds of  Jesus in the hearts of
her students is very important to Carolyn.
She recalls in one of  her first years of
teaching VBS that a 5-year-old girl had
never heard the song “Jesus Loves Me.”
Carolyn said, “What a shock! We taught
that song to that little girl. I don’t even
remember her name, but I know that a seed
was planted in her heart that week.”

Carolyn knows a big key in teaching
about Jesus’ love: Even the smallest things
we teach children about God will plant a
seed that God will use in their future.  A
highlight in her teaching is when children
who do not know the answers to Bible ques-
tions, or refuse to answer or participate, all
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How do we as a congregation look at the
task of  maintaining the building that

currently contains our worship experi-
ences? In a recent article a sexton (“custo-
dian” at HMBC) in another church
expressed himself  to the congregation
about how he viewed the work of  a sexton
(sacred). 

I was reminded of  Daryl Kliewer, sexton
at HMBC, and the work he has to perform
and how he might look at his job.

A church building must be ministered
to, with tools, with planning, with soap
and squeegees, and with endless coats of
paint to carry on its ministry to a congre-
gation.

The building on the Tabor College cam-
pus is a reminder of  our past, when so
much was accomplished with so little giv-
ing clues to the nature of  existence in those
awesome years of  the pioneers. Such a
building gives hope for the future, as it car-
ries a message of  faith to current and
future generations.  

Then there was that building on Wash-
ington Street that served many years as the
center of  worship—and then the fire. The
present is also attested to with its enthusi-

asm, its imagination and its energetic
desire to seek solutions for every problem
in the way the building has been designed
to suit current usage.

A great deal of  the work of  a sexton at
HMBC involves ministry to the building
with its multiple functions: sanctuary,
Christian education, fellowship hall, Kids
Connection, kitchen, parking lot and main-
tenance of  the outdoors. 

The sanctuary gives witness to the joy
of  weddings and the sadness of  funerals,
the weekly worship service, prayer vigils,
communion and (long ago) the baptism of

immigrants. 
The sexton’s job is a

hands-on one that takes
him to the top of  a lad-
der or to the bottom of  a
toilet in the fight against
dirt, grease, dust, decay,
ice, mud and Mr. Cob-
web. Still, ministry is
present, not only in the
spirit of  Christian
endeavor of  the staff
and the congregation,
but also in the holiness
of  the surroundings. 

A sexton believes a
church should be clean
and beautiful, because it
really is a place where
individuals can get close
to God, a place where it
is quiet enough to hear

God’s voice, to receive forgiveness, or to
parley with your conscience. 

This building is a place of  joyful noise,
where there is love enough to conquer any
obstacle, and power for the lonely ponder-
er. It should be a place where awe and trem-
bling seem possible, a place with peace in
the pews and wisdom in the walls, a place
that says, come here and worship, and you
will find comfort and inspiration.

The ministry of  Daryl Kliewer, sexton,
is to help maintain this avenue of  commu-
nication between our Maker and us.

—Ben Wiens

of  a sudden speak up.
Carolyn enjoys spending time with the

kids and having them respond to her and
have fun in class. You know this is true
simply by passing by her classroom door
on any given Sunday. 

An extra-special time was this past
Easter Sunday when Karen Wiens and Car-

olyn combined their two third/fourthgrade
classes and made Resurrection Rolls. After
the rolls were baked in the church kitchen,
the children bit into them and found out
the tomb was empty!  

Thank you, Carolyn for your ministry
to our children.

—Bev Vogel, C.E. coordinator

Teachers, helpers and kids from the combined third/fourth-grade class gather around the
Resurrection Rolls they made during the Easter season. 

Daryl Kliewer, in his role as a “sexton,” helps to maintain this
avenue of connection between our Maker and us. 
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■ The closing of  our
Wednesday night program
was filled with fun, activities
and treats. 

The first-through-fourth
grades enjoyed our K.I.D. NetWork version
of  the Olympic Games 2010. The teams of
child ren “competed” in a variety of  activi-
ties that included riding tricycles, running
with an egg on a spoon and many other
games, all resulting in the presentation of
medals for every child. The younger chil-
dren played some games, did a craft proj-
ect, played in the playground, and had a
special treat.

The fifth and sixth graders, led by Don
and Gayla Ratzlaff, concluded their year
with a night of  games and activities based
on the “Survivor” model.

■ The Junior Camp early bird regis-
tration deadline has passed.  If  you would
still like to register a camper for the June
22-26 Southern District camp at Tabor Col-
lege, you may still do so. The VERY LAST
day to have registration completed online
and physical forms with your payment
into the church office is May 24. Please
make checks payable to Hillsboro MB
Church. Cost is $180.
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Wednesday kids’ program ends with night for fun 

■ Sunday School Promotion Sunday
will be May 30.  Children will attend their
usual classes at 9:30 and at 10:10 children 4
years old through the sixth grade will have
an assembly time, meet their new Sunday
school teachers and visit their new class-
room for the coming year. 

■ Kids’ Worship Wild Bible Adven-
ture summer Sunday school will kick
off  Sunday, June 6. This summer, children
4 years through the sixth grade will be
learning how God worked in and through
the lives of  Joseph and Paul. They will
learn how God is with us even when life
isn’t fair, how we can stand strong and do
the right thing even in the midst of  temp-
tation, and how God gives us the power to
do what is right in many other tough life
issues.  

The students will sing together, enjoy a
puppet skit and watch a brief  VeggieTale
clip each Sunday at 9:30 a.m., before they
gather in their individual classrooms for
their Bible instruction.

■ Kids, it’s time to start getting
excited for vacation Bible school! This
year we are going to discover the untamed
nature of  God as we journey into the Wild-
wood Forest. Mark your calendars now for
July 16, 17 and 18. 

Friday, July 16, we will begin check-in
at 6 p.m., followed by a worship and small-
group time.   At 7:15 we will venture out-
doors for fun activities including a large
jumping inflatable!  

Saturday, we will begin at 9 a.m., have

lunch together at noon and close our activ-
ities at 3:15 p.m. Sunday morning, every-
one is invited back for our Family Break-
fast and Worship at 9:30 to conclude our
Wildwood Forest Adventure weekend. 

Plan now to be a part of  this adventure
weekend and invite your friends. There is
no charge. Be watching for VBS registra-
tion—coming soon!

■ “Surviving Financial Meltdown”
by Ron Blue offers hope in unstable times.
How will today’s economy affect you?
Increasing layoffs, rising food and gas
prices, a stagnant housing market, an
erratic stock market—surely these jeop-
ardize your family’s financial future,
right? They don’t have to, say trusted
financial experts Ron Blue and Jeremy
White. 

Join Lou Thurston and his Steward-
ship ministry team for a five-week session
of  learning how you can take charge of
your family’s financial well-being—no
matter how bleak your situation appears
right now. Classes will begin at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, June 6, in our fellowship hall.

■ This month’s spot-
light falls on Carolyn
Brazil, who is becoming a
“veteran” teacher in the
HMBC Sunday school
department. In 2001, Car-

olyn began teaching the third/fourthgrade
Wednesday night class.  The following
year, as her daughter Lindsay moved into
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Lanna Wagner prepares to fire an air-powered sponge rocket during one of the “Sur-
vivor” games the fifth/sixth-graders played on the final Wednesday-night session.


