








Men’s Ministry

Should animals
come to church?

nimals in church? This was the ques-

tion presented to the children at the
Men's Ministry breakfast May 23. Ventrilo-
quist, Larry Remple and friends presented
the question of, should animals be allowed
to attend church?

The setting was a church business meet-

ing with both sides presenting their cases.
One side being the animals brought to life
by Larry, with their point of view, to
granny and her biased opinion and others
with a little more lenient ideas.

The children had many objective
schools of thought; wondering if the ani-
mals were house broken, to would the mice
be separated from the snakes, and the obvi-
ous suggestion of not sitting under the
perched birds in the rafters, or would the
songs sung be in animal voices or people
voices.

How about barking to the tune of Jesus
Loves Me? (It actually sounded quite well)
Granny was concerned that we would
loose our ability to sing in 4 part harmony!

The children had the opportunity to
vote on the matter, with a suggestion that
we could have a people church and a barn
for the animal church or at least separate
the two services. Had you ever wondered
what it would be like if an elephant was
our pastor?

It was a light hearted morning for the
children and the more provoking question
for the "men" in the audience. Is there
room in the church for animals different
from ourselves? Is there room in the
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With some help from ventriloquist Larry

Remple, kids hear a dog’s perspective on
whether animals belong in church during
the Men's Ministry breakfast May 23.

church for different styles of music and or
dress? You ask the children and the
answer without a question would be a
resounding YES.

Maybe we should all be more child like
when accepting others who want to wor-
ship with us in our sanctuary and be
accepting of those who might not be famil-
iar with the heritage that many of us were
privileged to grow up with.

So, once again, a huge thank you to the
many individuals who put forth the effort
to make this another memorable time of
fun and fellowship for our community.
Thank you men! And oh yes, the dough-
nuts were great too.

H The next Men’s Ministry event will
be the Fish and Fry on Saturday, June 12,
at the Marion County Lake. It will begin at
7 a.m.; lunch will be provided provided at
noon in the north shelter house.

—Glenn Thiessen

After a mix
of input
from ani-
mals and
humans,
children at
the Men’s
Ministry
breakfast
had a
chance to
vote on
whether
animals
belong in
church.

Here's to our
mothers, fathers

“A virtuous woman is a crown to her
husband” (Prov. 12:4)

“Her children rise up and bless her.”
(Prov. 31:28)

We honor all mothers and fathers in
our congregation and want to share
some interesting facts:

m Newest mother: Jillian Marsh

m Oldest mother: Irma Dahl. She will
be 100 on July 28, 2010

m Most children: Irma Dahl (9)

m Most grandchildren: Marie Schultz
(19)

m Most great-grandchildren: Irma Dahl
(21)

m Most adopted children in a two-gener-
ation family: Rachel Friesen (9)

m Surrogate mother: Kim Klein (4) gift
to others

%* % %

“An old man’s grandchildren are his
crowning glory. A child’s glory is his
father.” (Prov. 17:6)

m Newest father: Caleb Marsh

m Oldest father: Art Unrau (98 years
old)

m Most children: Arlen Penner (6)

m Most grandchildren: Johnny Siebert
(16)

m Most great-grandchildren: Ken
Schroeder (15)

m Most adopted grandchildren: Vernon
Friesen (7)

m Couple longest married: Kermit and
Ruth Ratzlaff

Note: If you know of corrections, please call
947-5503. We will make the change.

GETAWAYS, cont’'d from Page 3

even do some jumping off small cliffs.

In the evenings we go out to eat and see
a show or just hang out at the cabin
grilling and watching the sun set over the
water. It is a time I know our kids will
always remember and want to continue
with their families someday. Hopefully
with us too!

HMBC FAMILY LIFE

WEDDINGS

Julia Loewen and Caleb Miles, March 26
DEATHS

Anna Seibel, April 2

Violet Bartel, April 6
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encouragement.

“That’s the way I see the deacons, as
doing that with the congregation,” he
said. “[They are] there to help, there to
lend a hand, and it is a very fulfilling
feeling to do that.”

Wally said believers are Christ’s
agents in the world.

“When (Christ) left, he didn’t leave
and forsake us, but he left his believers
to be the same agent here on Earth in
the physical form as he was,” he said. “I
think each member of our congrega-
tion who believes in Jesus Christ is that
light or that agent.

“The deacons are those who support
the congregation to help them be a
greater witness in this time that we’re
living in and in this world.

“I'look at ourselves (deacon coordi-
nators) as the water boys, so to speak—
we bring the towels, and we bring the
water, and we bring the encouragement
to the encouragers. And through that,
all of us together, we hope to build
Christ’s kingdom on Earth, to bring the
message of the good news so that others
will see that and someday join us in
heaven.”

CAI-I-ED, cont’d from Page 2

with friends. Later, he was baptized at
the Second Missionary Baptist Church
in Newton with other family members.
He has six living brothers and four sis-
ters, most of whom live in the Lawrence
vicinity.

Brenda’s parents were Harry and
Carolyn Hamm. Brenda’s dad died when
Brenda was 3 years old, and she and her
brother Harry Shane were adopted by
their uncle and aunt, Marvin and Joyce
Hamm, and moved to their farm at
Wells, Kan. Her adopted family included
three cousins, Mike, Shelly and Tim
Hamm. There, Brenda attended a
Methodist church.

The Hilliards consider HMBC as
their church family. Gary and Brenda
attend the Harvesters Sunday school
class taught by Don Ratzlaff. Caleb and
Justus are involved in MBY and youth
classes on Wednesday nights. Gary has
shared his testimony with prayer
groups. He eagerly witnesses to others
about the blessings he receives from the
Lord as he believes and obeys.

Gary, Brenda and family—we’re glad
you're a part of HMBC!

—~Carrol L. Ediger
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Women learn the fine points of baking zwiebach

The church kitchen was filled with the warm smells of fresh-baked zwiebach April 10 as
a group of women met for “Zwiebach 101.” For some this was a first time; for others it
was a chance to learn the fine points of making these “double buns.” The gathering had
two goals: First, to pass on the “art” that has been a part of the church’s ethnic heritage;
second, our church has fallen short of our quota of zwiebach for the MCC Sale the past
several years. Rosella Martin shared tips for making good zwiebach and told about her
early experiences as a zwiebach baker. We made 30 dozen zwieback total; 13 dozen of
which were frozen and were taken to the MCC Sale in Hutchinson April 16-17.

, smiled and waved.
C.E. CLIPS. contd from Page 6 A third girl said, “When does Wednes-

day night class start again?” I replied,
“Not until August or September,” and she
said, “Ohhhh,” as she frowned and
shrugged in a disappointed and frustrated
way. A fourth boy said to me, “I miss
church. Imiss going to church.”

time, but as the year went on, kids wanted
to pray and ask for guidance for their
week.

Iloved teaching on Wednesday nights
and I pray that I made a difference in the

life of & child. . T . All four of these first-graders are not
mJanet Hein writes: It is impossible to regular Sunday mornine attenders
express the joy that can be felt when a Y S & '

young person asks a “deep” question, or
when an understanding “light” goes on—
the joy here and in heaven when young
people accept Christ as their savior is

Oftentimes in our lives, our blessings
come from unexpected situations. Seeing
how God changes hearts is watching a
miracle before our eyes! And realizing

beyond words. . how blessed we are that God gave us the
The prayers of the congregation make privilege to be a part of that miracle is

this possible and they give us, as teachers, really more than words can describe.

the courage to continue in spite of difficul- I invite you to pray about and consider
ties that arise. Many thanks to the Sunday  pecoming a part of our Children’s Min-
school classes that give money to the istry teaching team, too. There are many

Wednesday night program so the children  ways to be involved: Sundays, Wednesday
can go “grocery shopping.” The children nights, VBS, Prayer Pal, nursery, Disciple-

have much fun! ship Mentor, Children’s Church or music,
God is right here with us and His Spirit  just to mention a few.

is working. Consider where God might be opening
mJanell Heyen writes: [ recently ate a door and giving you an opportunity

lunch at the Hillsboro Elementary School through which to minister. You’ll be

cafeteria with MaryElena. Two children blessed.

who were in my Wednesday night class —Bev Vogel, C.E. director
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The blessings of kids' ministry, ahead and past

ild Bible Adventure
c E Worship with Veggi-
BEmE eTales has begun for Pre-K
CLIPS through the sixth grade dur-
= mmm= ing the Sunday school hour.
This summer we will be learning how our
awesome God worked in and through the
lives of Joseph and Paul.

You won’t want to miss out on our sec-
ond annual “VeggieTales Challenge.” This
year students are again encouraged to
take on the Scripture memorization chal-
lenge—memorizing the Romans Road.

The Romans Road verses are Romans
3:23, 6:23, 5:8 and 10:13. Encourage your
children and grandchildren by memoriz-
ing these passages with them.

% % %

Vacation Bible school will be July 16,
17 and 18. The schedule will be as follows:

m Friday, July 16: 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

m Saturday, July 17: 9 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.

m Sunday, July 18: 9:30 a.m. All
church/VBS families pancake breakfast.

m 10:40 Worship

Throughout the weekend, children
will be discovering the untamed nature of
God at Wildwood Forest Vacation Bible
School. We will learn that God is undefeat-

Oftentimes in our lives, our
blessings come from unexpected
situations. Seeing how God
changes hearts is watching a
miracle before our eyes! And
realizing how blessed we are that
God gave us the privilege to be a
part of that miracle is really more
than words can describe.
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LOVING GOD
LOVING PEOPLE

Hillsboro Mennonite Brethren Church

300 Prairie Pointe, Hillsboro KS 67063
Office phone: 620-947-3144
Prayer Line: 620-947-3144, ext. 2
E-mail: hmbc@hillsboromb.com
Web site: www.hillsboromb.com

LEADERSHIP STAFF
Brian Allen, lead pastor
Paul Raugust, youth pastor
Bev Vogel, coordinator of CE ministries
David Plett, visitation pastor
Bruce Heyen, worship music & choir director

THE ENCOURAGER TEAM
Brenda Sechrist, Sara Hill, Carrol Ediger,
Marilyn Hiebert, Marion Regier,
LeOra Grunau, Don Ratzlaff

able, unmatchable and uncontainable.

There are several ways that you can be
involved in this year’s VBS.

1. Pray. Any ministry that takes place
should be backed by prayer. Please pray
for the students who will be attending—
that their hearts will be transformed and
they will develop a deeper understanding
of the relationship God desires to have
with us.

Pray for the workers—that people will
volunteer to work with the children for
the weekend and that God’s love would be
communicated through them.

2. Invite. Invite your neighbors, fami-
ly and friends, ages 4 through students
who have completed the sixth grade, to
join us for VBS. You are welcome to pick
up an advertising postcard at the Wel-
come Table to pass on to someone.

3. Volunteer. We need workers in all
areas—group guides, preschool helpers,
games, crafts, decorating, cleanup, Friday
night station helpers, etc. If you can work
part of the time, the whole time, or ahead
of time, we have a place for you. See the
VBS table and ask where you can help.

4. Food/craft donations. Sign up at
the VBS table in the foyer to bring items
needed. We will be providing a snack Fri-
day night and Iunch on Saturday.

5. Fellowship. Sunday morning there
will be an all-church pancake breakfast
during the Sunday school hour. Come and
fellowship with us.

We’re looking forward to a weekend
full of learning and fun- hope you can join
us!

* % %

Blessings we receive may not always
come from expected sources. Over the
past three years, we have seen a lot of
growth in our Wednesday night program.
Many children from our congregation
attend Wednesday nights regularly, and
God has also brought children from our
community to us that need a special touch
of His love.

God has been transforming lives. Two
fourth-grade boys who are not from fami-
lies within our congregation, made first-
time commitments to Jesus this year.
Our Children’s Ministry team of teachers
stayed faithful, planting seeds of Jesus’s
love each week that God was able to bless.

The following “testimonies” are exam-
ples of blessings that our Wednesday
night teachers received this past year.

m Rachel Hein writes: In the last
weeks of Wednesday night classes, my
pre-K and kindergarten class learned
about Jesus’ power.

As we studied stories of Jesus’ power,
such as feeding the 5,000, raising the
widow’s son from the dead, and walking
on water, the 4-6-year-olds asked questions
that showed they were really thinking
about Jesus’ miracles. “How did he do
that?” “Was the boy really dead before
Jesus brought him back to life?” “Can
God still do miracles today?”

We answered their questions the best
we could and were excited to see them fas-
cinated with the stories in the Bible. We
challenged them to tell others about
Jesus’ power because, even in Hillsboro,
some people haven’t heard about Jesus.

Ephesians 3:20 says God “is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at
work within us.” How can you let God's
power work in your life?

m Vonnie Dawes writes: When first
asked to teach a Wednesday night class to
fourth-graders, I can honestly say I had
my doubts. I really questioned whether I
was knowledgeable enough to teach chil-
dren how important it is to have Jesus in
their hearts—not only to believe in Him,
but to have a relationship with Him.

At the beginning of the year, most of
the kids felt they wanted to have that rela-
tionship but did not know how to get
there. Most of them felt they knew about
him but were walking always on the out-
side edge, with Jesus in the center, and
not getting any closer.

We came a long way from that first
night together. We both learned to share
and listen. By the end, every one of my
kids felt it had been a great year and were
no longer “on the edge Christians” but
were truly understanding and getting
closer to a relationship with Jesus Christ.

Working together and talking together
and praying together—those are the
things we did each Wednesday night. At
the beginning of the year, I led the prayer

See C.E. CLIPS, cont’d on Page 5



