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Hayley Pankratz wrote this article about
MBY Worship team.

Guys, stop playing!” I say it nicely at
first but after a couple of  feeble

attempts, I resort to yelling into the
microphone. My friends look at me in sur-
prise and give me a few sheepish grins
that I return with a smile. 

It takes nothing less than this to grab
the attention of  my loud friends.

Chaos is usually how practices begin.
Someone is bringing in the keyboard,
another person is running around plug-
ging chords in various places, usually

people sing with us. 
We are so blessed to  have a worship

team band. Being a high school student,
life is busy. But I believe this is a worth-
while time investment. Just jamming
with the group Sunday night during
practice is something I have begun to
look forward to.

It’s amazing to see how we have devel-
oped over the past few years. This past
year we have grown as a group and
become so much closer. We have expand-
ed to include new members and versatile
musicians have switched instruments for
some variety. 

As the group evolves, it becomes
stronger and I love seeing that transfor-
mation. 

around my feet a cou-
ple times in the
process, and the multi-
ple guitars compose a
cacophony of  music
in different keys. After
a while, though, the
attention focuses and
we start to play.

All the instru-
ments come together

to create one song and melody. It amazes
me that each of  us is able to come togeth-
er with all of  our different talents to
work as one. It’s so incredible to be able
to praise God through the abilities he
gave us and to share that with our peers.
I love standing on the stage and seeing

Our theme of  “UNcommon” comes from
1 Corinthians 1:27-28: “But God chose

the foolish things of  the world to shame the
wise; God chose the weak things of  the
world to shame the strong.  He chose the
lowly things of  this world and the despised
things—and the things that are not—to nul-
lify the things that are.”

It was quite amazing to know that the
speaker, Chris Simning, has as his life verse
this very same passage. On meeting Chris,
you understand right away that the physi-
cal challenges he faces are the unique
things that God is using to glorify His
name. 

Visually and physically, Chris makes an
uncommon and unmistakable imprint, yet
that is only where God had begun.  God is
also using Chris to share God’s message for
life transformation through intersecting
Scripture with life.

Chris weaved his testimony into each message and unfolded
how God is asking us to unpack our baggage in honest and God-
honoring ways, how God causes us each to confront truth in
unique ways, and how God is calling us to be Jesus to the uncom-
mon and difficult to love around us.

I was most challenged by my failure to secure hope in God’s
unique and uncommon methods; to see the seemingly less gifted
and talented as God’s very tools for reaching humanity and to see
those around me as the next possible Chris.  

Our students would all be eager to share about the weekend.
They will talk about Chris. They will talk about the amazing wor-
ship they had. 

Leading worship

Searching for the
uncommon life

Youth gathering to grow and serve

Hayley Pankratz

They would talk about the great activities they participated
in Saturday afternoon and evening. They would talk about the
different families that hosted them, and their unique lifestyles
and life stories.  

They would talk about the friends they made and were reac-
quainted with. They would talk about the great food and snacks.
They would talk about our amazing leaders who spent time with
them and prayed for them.  

These UNcommon weekends are some of  the most transfor-
mational and powerful for serving as a catalyst for student’s
relationships with Christ. We thank you for your prayers!

—Paul Raugust, youth pastor

Our senior high youth relax between sessions during SDYC.



Junior MBYers enjoy a card game during their gathering in Hays.

■ MARY F. DUDLEY: After my
move to Hillsboro in April 2008, I
decided to visit various churches
prior to settling in one. After visit-
ing three or four churches here in
Hillsboro, I came to the conclusion
that “to be a stranger” for so many
Sundays was not good for me.

My first visit at HMB was a
pleasant experience, listening to the
ministry of  Rev. Damberg and meet-
ing friendly people. Then two ladies
from church came with a sack of
cookies (good cookies) and an invi-
tation to return again. Later Pastor
and Mrs. Damberg came by for a
welcoming visit and prayer, which
was so appreciated.

After getting most of  my things
unpacked and getting half  way set-
tled in my home, I decided to quit
being a “visitor” every Sunday and
to make the HMB my home church.

Shortly afterward Carol Ediger
came to interview for the article in
the Encourager, “Faces in Our
Places.”

I realized that the best way to get
acquainted with people of  the
church was to begin attending Sun-
day school. It was easy to become
part of  the Searchers Class since I
had met some of  the ladies and the
teacher, Carol Ediger. WOW! Am I
glad that I made that choice. The
Searchers Class has been very
enriching.  Carol Ediger and her
substitutes teach the Bible so profi-
ciently.  The bonding I have made
with 25 or more ladies each Sunday
in the class has been very special to
me.

Thanks to the HMB Church,
especially the Searchers Sunday
school class and its teachers, for
their part in making the communi-
ty of  Hillsboro my home both physi-
cally and spiritually.

■ AMELIA BREUGEM: I’m
thankful to be a part of  a church
family that is so welcoming and
hospit able. I’m also thankful for a
pastor who is passionate about his
walk with the Lord.

■ HADASSAH BREUGEM:
Thank you for my friends.

Thanks and 
appreciation

This article written by Emily Jost on the
way home from SDjhYC.

Today, I went to the Southern District
Junior High Youth Conference in Hays

and I leaned how to be “Uncommon.” One
way to be uncommon is to let go. When I
say that I mean you need to let go of  the
wrong things for God. We need to take up
our cross to be a disciple (follower of  God).
When we do that we are dead and Christ is
living through us. We all need to live for
Him 24/7.

When we were not in sessions, we had a
lot of  fun with each other like talking,
playing games and just being around each
other. A game that we played was spoons.
We had a lot of  fun doing that with a lot of
people, which makes it more fun.  

Emily Sechrist, Claire Heyen, Jessica
Klose and I made quilts for babies in local
maternity homes and also for the Linus
Project. There were also inflatables out-
side, which were a lot of  fun. I went on
those a lot with Claire. 

During the day they did some “uncom-
mon” things. For example, trying to hit a
pumpkin that is flying in the air with a

bat!  They had this big trebuchet which
took forever to get the pumpkin in it, but it
was still funny to watch. 

Kruze Sanders was one of  the youth
leaders who did it and it was funny to
watch him take a big swing at the pump-
kin which was far in front of  him

We had to leave at 6 a.m. to get to Hays
at 8:30 a.m. Many of  us had to get up at 5
a.m. to get ready in time. Many of  us tried
to sleep on the bus, but that doesn’t really
work especially when you are in those
vans. From that, Emily and I had sore
necks in the morning. 

We had really good weather to be out-
side, which was really nice since it has
been cold outside lately.

On the way home, lots of  people were
quiet and trying to sleep but not Emily,
Claire and I. We were probably the loudest
ones in the bus. A funny moment that I
experienced was that on the way there
Emily brought a Barbie pillow and blanket
and we talked about what Barbie would
look like in real life. It was so funny! 

I hope I will use the information I
learned today and put that into my life. I
need to work on being uncommon.

Learning with others at SDjhYC

NOTE TO READERS: This issue of The Encourager combines December and
January into one edition. Our next issue will be released for February. The
Encourager team wishes you a spiritually renewing Christmas and a new year
of growth and sacrificial ministry for the sake of God’s kingdom.  
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Mennonite Central Committee (MCC)
works in 60 countries utilizing more

than 1,000 workers with an annual budget
of  $65 million. Nov. 7, Ruth Clemmons,
East Coast director for MCC, spoke to two
Sunday school classes about the large
ministry that our inter-Mennonite
agency provides. 

Clemmons, who grew up in the Congo
where her missionary parents served for
some years and went to school with Men-
nonite Brethren missionary kids,
explained the newly revised vision state-
ment of  MCC. MCC “shares God’s love
and compassion for all in the name of
Christ by responding to basic human
needs and working for peace and justice.
MCC envisions communities worldwide
in right relationship with God, one anoth-
er and creation.”

MCC has 108 thrift shops and 11 mate-

rial resource cen-
ters (like the one in
North Newton)
across the U.S. and
Canada. Together,
Anabaptist church-
es help with relief,
peace building,
trauma healing,
economic develop-
ment, education
and medical min-
istries.

In Zimbabwe workers fixed a corn
grinding mill and helped a woman finish
her education so she could support her
family and help rebuild her community. In
another country, workers helped a church
work with a person arrested for soliciting
sex with minors and guided the church to
be a safe place for children. In Indonesia a
team of  mixed nationalities demonstrated
that people with varied backgrounds can
work together.

MCC had a team of  workers in Haiti for
some years before the Jan. 12 earthquake,
and $15 million raised for relief  there is

MCC rep shares
worldwide work

Clemmons

time, Christi jokingly said, “Hey, Jon, how
about these four?” At the time, they did
not feel at all called to be parents to these
four children (all siblings), but did feel a
deep desire to pray for these specific four
to have a family. So, they started to pray
that God would soon find a family that
would be willing to adopt them.  

FAMILY, cont’d from Page 3

scheduled for use over five years.  Work-
ers quickly brought in 132,000 cans of
meat, loads of  rice, 24,000 quilts and blan-
kets, plus tarps and buckets.

Within weeks MCC had four construc-
tion engineers there to evaluate buildings
for safety and coach local workers in
rebuilding. Only the U.N. had similar-
skilled technicians on the island.

In Congo, Siska Ibango is a Mennonite
Brethren associate director. A bold
woman in a society dominated by men,
she speaks out against corruption since it
is perpetuated throughout society.  She
will be coming to the U.S. in February to
visit churches and MCC agencies.

Asked about removing the words “in
the name of  Christ” from canned meat,
Clemmons said the label is still accepted
in most places. In one or two points, locals
wanted to use “in the name of  Allah.” She
said MCC all around the world is known
and respected as a Christian organiza-
tion. 

Workers in Iran are encouraged to
send our best theologians in order to have
good dialog.  —Loyal Martin

Jon said there came a point when they
just knew in their hearts they were to be
the parents of  the four children born in
Addis Ababa, which is the capital of
Ethiopia.

In early July of  this year, Laverna
joined Jon, Christi and their two daugh-
ters, Aliyah and Anna, on a trip to Ethiopia
to meet their new family members for the
first time. They spent a week getting to
know each other and completing the legal

work required by the Ethiopian govern-
ment.   

After further processing required by the
U.S. government, Jon and Christi made a
second trip to Ethiopia three months later,
returning with their new family members.
Jack and Laverna, along with Paul and
Lisa (Braun) Klaassen and their children,
Heidi, Hannah and Pierce, were part of  the
welcoming group at the Dallas-Fort Worth
Airport on Oct. 30.  

A few weeks later, Jack
and Laverna returned to
Texas and helped their
new grandchildren cele-
brate their first U.S.
Thanksgiving.

Christi home-schools all
seven children. She keeps
in contact with several
other large families who
have adopted sibling
groups that also home
school.  

There are an estimated
147 million orphans world-
wide.  Now there are 147
million minus four.

To keep current and
learn more of  what is hap-
pening at the Braun house-
hold in Texas, check out
Jon and Christi’s blog at
itswonderfullycrazy.blog -
spot.com.Laverna and Jack Braun, members of the HMBC family, pose with the grandkids.



Panel reviews
150th anniversary

Quilters stitch for
children in need
Tuesday mornings are busy times in the

Sewing Room. One group of  women is
gathered around a large quilt, carefully
outlining designs with tiny stitches, while
another smaller group is gathered around
a colorful rectangle of  material tying
together with much larger stitches several
layers of  bright fabric with a filler in
between.  

This 60-inch by 80-inch creation will
make a cozy blanket-like covering just the
right size for a child. No doubt most of
these “comforts” will become the property
of  a child, and that thought stimulates the
women to work fast and carefully in order
to produce as many as possible. 

This group usually ties two comforts in
a morning, bringing the total for a year to
about 75-80. Their speed is greatly facilitat-
ed by the work of  two women in the hall-
way preparing the next comfort to be tied. 

After tying, the comfort goes to the

Though the bold stitches of  a tie-er are
not as delicate as the tiny stitches of  a quil-
ter, the aim of  bringing warmth to a child
with the message of  God’s love and their
love prompts these dedicated workers to
continue serving, “In the Name of  Christ.”

home of  a member who will finish the raw
edges with a strip of  matching material to
make a neat binding that keeps everything
together. Then the pile of  rolled-up com-
forts is transported to the MCC Center in
North Newton for distribution around the
world.

HMBC quilters show the fruit of their labor. From left: Alice Jost, Ferne Hiebert, Celia
Gross, Elinor Kliewer, LeOra Grunau, Doris Dalke and Joan Jost. 

Many people from our congregation
and other nearby Menno nite

Brethren churches gathered in our Fellow-
ship Hall Sunday evening, Sept. 3, to listen
to and participate in a panel discussion by
those who attended Celebra tion 2010, the
150th anni versary of  the beginning of  the
Menno nite Brethren movement in South
Russia. 

The Celebration 2010 meetings took
place in British Columbia, Canada, in July
and featured Renewing Identity and Mis-
sion (RIM), binational celebration servic-
es, and the U.S. and Canadian area MB
conferences.

Brenda Hamm served as panel modera-
tor, and our panel members included: Con-
nie Faber, Christian Leader editor;
Stephen Humber, chair of  the MB South-
ern District Confer ence and associate pas-
tor at Parkview MB Church; and Bruce
Jost, MB Foundation project manager.

Connie Faber reported that the RIM
consultation program included 30 papers
given by pastors, historians and seminari-
ans in the fifteen workshops. 

Stephen Humber presented some of  the
viewpoints and feelings he experienced
during the days he attended. He reported

that the all-day Saturday “Excursion in
Urban Outreach and Mission” in the city
identified with messages participants
heard from various international speak-
ers: Nzuzi Mulawa from the Congo, Africa;
John Shankar Rao from India; and Youssef
Samir from the Middle East.

Bruce Jost shared about the various
age groups that attended the various ses-
sions during Celebration 2010 week. While
a few churches had granted aid scholar-
ships to students to attend, the majority of
the folks attending the session were mid-
dle-aged and older.  

The large auditorium meetings were
attended by about 1,500 persons both on
Wednes day and Friday evenings, including
173 from the U.S. 

The Celebration 2010 was the last of
three continental or regional celebrations
of  the 150 years of  God’s leading and our
following his saving grace as Mennonite
Brethren. The first celebration was during
January in India. The second was in Ger-
many during May.  

All members of  our HMBC family are
encouraged to read about Celebration 2010
in our denominational magazine,  Chris-
tian Leader. 

A word of  appreciation and thanks to
those who planned this inspirational
evening of  sharing about our worldwide
Mennonite Brethren family and the chal-
lenges ahead.  

—Raymond F. Wiebe

HMBC FAMILY LIFE

ADOPTIONS
Wenxi Daniel Funk (age 6) adopted

by Leann Funk Oct. 26

ENGAGEMENTS
Jana Schroeder and Aaron Schantz,

wedding April 16, 2011.
Chelsey Harmon and Gary Domke,

wedding June 4, 2011.
David Vogel and Hanna Bishop, wed-

ding June 11, 2011.
Nick Brown and Kayla Ger shon, wed-

ding June 12, 2011.
Spencer Brown and Amanda Gayer,

wedding May 21, 2011.
Katie Baltzer and Sam Cortright, wed-

ding Jan. 22, 2011.

WEDDINGS
Becky Ediger, Jackie Gage, Sept. 12.
Chris Coryea, Setu Pathak, Oct. 3
Michael Isaac, Heather Brand, Oct. 21.

DEATHS
Frieda Wall, Nov. 5.

Welcome Wenxi!
HMBC Women’s Ministry will be
hosting a shower for Leann and
Wenxi Funk. Be looking for de-
tails in the coming weeks.
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After lots of  reflection on how God has
led in our life of  ministry, I struggled

whether this may sound like boasting of
self. May all the glory be to God is my
prayer.

I guess a recent Sunday message on
expecting God’s prompting
and acting upon it encour-
aged me to continue this
article. Thanks to you, Pas-
tor Brian.

It must have been 1984
while living in California
that I was reading Lloyd
Ogilvie’s book, “Falling
Into Greatness.” He shares
that “living at our full
potential, we all have been
entrusted with a realm of
responsibility. Two things are necessary
for living out the glory and honor the Lord
has bestowed on us.” 

Those are: (1) Claim your realm given

to us by the Lord; (2) Concentrate your
realm, surrender all your affairs to His
guidance and direction.

Something I have never forgotten is his
challenge to give the Lord the people of
your life and ask God to reveal His glory

and honor so vividly through
you that people will want “a rea-
son for the hope that is in you” (1
Peter 3:15).

I found myself  praying that
the people in my life would ask
me a reason for my hope. Excit-
ing things started happening
after about three weeks.

One 60-year-old neighbor
dropped and asked, “Rosella,
what do you do when your world
falls apart?” I felt she was asking

and seeking. I said that morning I had
found a psalm that was a great tranquiliz-
er, for she depended on her pills for that. 

That started a Bible study with her.

After lots of  Bible studies and explaining
how to accept the Lord, she called me one
day and said, “I went into my room and
accepted the Lord and confessed all my
sins too I thought I would have to be in that
room all day for my sins were so many.”

Her life changed. She was unchurched
and drove with her husband to a lake one
Sunday and baptized herself. She asked,
“Rosella, was that real, for I couldn’t wait
until my husband comes around.” She is
now with the Lord, and I know I will see
her someday.

I walked with a neighbor, Joy, a Jeho-
vah’s Witness, and prayed she would ask
me the reason of  my hope. Can you
believe, she did? After much study in the
Word and after a great struggle, Joy also
gave her life to Jesus.

What a joy and all glory to Him. I find
that asking God to bring people into your
life is exciting and rewarding.

—Rosella Martin

I found myself  pray-
ing that the people
in my life would ask

me a 
reason for my hope.
Exciting things start-
ed happening after
about three weeks.

Ask for opportunities to speak, God will answer you

The church is an interesting organism,
made up of  many parts or cells. The sum

of  the whole is a gift to God. Revelation 21:2
speaks of  the church as “the bride, the wife of
the Lamb.”  The sole purpose of  the church is
to worship God and to continue that unfin-
ished work of  Christ on earth.

Each individual cell is important to the
whole, from the lead pastors and administra-
tion to members of  committees, teachers, cus-
todians, musicians, etc. All are working togeth-
er to make the church a place of  worship, to
care for one another and to increase our out-
reach.

Let’s considerone group that plays an
important part in making the Sunday morning
service a worship experience—the musicians.
At HMBC especially, music has played a vital
role through the years. Our church is one that
still has a chancel choir. Comments from the
congregation show how much it is appreciat-
ed.

Being a part of  the choir is both enjoyable
and fulfilling; one could consider it a call.

So this is an invitation to anyone who reads
music and enjoys singing, to join the choir and
help keep up the tradition at HMBC.

A word of  appreciation to those who have
been a part of  this ministry for many years:
“Thanks” to Celia Gross for the years she has
given to this ministry. Her voice will be missed.

Being part of choir
adds to ‘the whole’To our online readers:

The article that appears in this
space in our print edition is about
another of our MBMSI families.
Because this family serves in a
country that is hostile to Christian
outreach, they asked that we not
include the article on the Web site.
Obviously, we complied with their
request. Please pray for this family
as it seeks to spread the light of
Christ in an environment that des-
perately needs it, but where politi-
cal forces make it risky.

—The Encourager team 



11

Fifth- and sixth-graders pose with their Tabor College volunteers before the start of
class on Wednesday night. The group has drawn around 30 students this year.

C.E. CLIPS, cont’d from Page 12

an interactive lesson, the evening usually
includes a “Power Up” time where students
work on memorizing Isaiah 40:27-31. If  time
permits, the group plays a game together at
the end of  the hour. 

This year’s class has more than 30 stu-
dents, about half  of  which come from com-
munity families. The team of  adult leaders
includes Don Ratzlaff  as lead teacher and
Vonnie Dawes, Edy Jost and Russ Jost as
behavior coaches with assistance from four
to five Tabor College students each week.
It’s a lively group with a lot of  positive
things happening.

■ The new adult community called
“Connections” is for anyone who is looking
for the opportunity to connect with others
and find their niche here at Hillsboro MB.
This is not an elective, but an ongoing adult
community that will meet on Sunday
mornings.

If  you are newer to our church or feel
you haven’t yet connected, we would love to
have you join Connections. The group
meets in Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. to
10:30 a.m. In addition to building relation-
ships, the group will begin a six-week DVD
series by Andy Stanley called “Take It to
the Limit.” This will be a great series dur-
ing the busy holiday season as participants
look at how to do less rather than more,
and in the process find the fulfillment we
are actually searching for when we over-
load our schedules.

We hope you will choose to begin mak-
ing the “Connections” you are looking for. 

■ Christmas is everywhere and what
an awesome birthday we are celebrating.
At 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 19, everyone is
invited to our children’s Christmas pro-
gram in our worship center. This year’s
program is titled, “The First Christmas: A
Children’s Christmas Pageant.” 

We will enjoy our children as they give
us a simple reenactment of  the first Christ-
mas as it is narrated by one of  our stu-
dents. The congregation will also be a part
of  the program as we join with the children
in singing familiar Christmas carols. Plan
to be a part of  this evening of  celebrating
the birth of  Jesus our Savior.

■ Holiday schedules mean a few
changes in our Wednesday night and Sun-
day morning classes. Our Wednesday night
activities before Christmas will conclude
Dec. 8. No activities are planned for Dec. 15,
22, or 29. Activities will resume Jan. 5. 

Also, because Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day fall on Saturday this year, we
will not be having children’s or youth Sun-
day school classes Dec. 26 and Jan. 2. Enjoy
this little break and spend some relaxed

time with your family. Doing a little family
devotional together would be a great way
to start the new year and begin a new spiri-
tual adventure for your family with “life-
lasting” implications. 

For adults classes, check with your indi-
vidual classes to determine whether your
class will be meeting. The church will be
open for those who would like to meet.

■ Parents of  sixth-graders and
younger: Mark your calendars for the
evening of  Jan. 19. We are inviting you to
our “Bring Your Parent to Wednesday
Night.” We will be having our regular Wed -
nesday night classes and activities for our
children and want to invite you to join us
and visit your child’s class.

Our desire is for you as a parent to
become more acquainted with what your
child is learning on Wednesday nights so
you can be even more involved in your
child’s spiritual journey.

After visiting during the first part of
the class time, you are invited to enjoy
refreshments in Fellowship Hall. We look
forward to a great evening together.

■ As I close, I want to encourage you
with some thoughts on “materialism.”
Everywhere I go these days I am prompted
to buy, buy, buy! That’s what Christmas is
all about in the world around us: All the
“stuff” we have and all the “stuff” that is
out there for us yet to accumulate. 

I recently read this statistic about
Christmas on cbsnews.com: “Each year, 8-
to 12-year-olds spend $30 billion of  their

own money and influence another $150 bil-
lion of  parental spending.” Incredible!

How can we get off  of  this spiraling
affect that will take us all down if  left
unchecked? Recently I heard about a tactic
one family has adopted. Each of  the chil-
dren receives three gifts at Christmas:
something they want, something they need
and something that will help them grow in
their relationship with God. What a great,
simple plan that keeps priorities and focus
in line. 

This season, discuss with your family
what Christmas is all about. Most children
really know deep down, but it gets lost in
all of  the tinsel. Here are some ideas that
you might try.

Discuss how Jesus is our best gift and
put out a little manger scene as a central
focal point in your home to keep Jesus in
the forefront of  your mind.

Discuss gifts we can give to God, such as
praying for others, caroling and making
cards to give to those in retirement
homes—deliver them with a cookie and
Bible verse.

Help children to be generous by encour-
aging them to give some of  their money
and time to others. Talk about how it feels
to give to God and others.

We all are tempted by the world to fall
into the trap of  materialism. Let’s be inten-
tional this year and make some moves to
make a difference for Jesus. Christmas
blessings to you and your family.

—Bev Vogel, Christian Ed. director



■ The women of  the
Searchers Sunday school
class gathered late afternoon
Oct. 31 in the Hearth Room for
a class party. After an hour of

visiting and refreshments, Mary Bostic,
head of  food services at Tabor College,
shared high points of  her life story which
began in Queens, N.Y., and brought her to
Hillsboro in 2002. Mary also told stories to
illustrate how her work in food services is
a ministry to students at Tabor. To honor
everyone’s birthdays, Vernice Ratzlaff,
class chairperson, brought a decorated
birthday cake which everyone enjoyed.

■ We had a great time at the family
movie night watching VeggieTales’ “It’s a
Meaningful Life,” during the afternoon of
Oct. 31. More than 50 children brought
moms and dads, grandpas and grandmas.
We had a great time with popcorn and
snacks, and the film gave us a message we
could take to heart: being content.

■ During the Nov. 7 Sunday school
hour, the Searchers class met with the
Now & Then class to hear Ruth Keidel
Clemens, Mennonite Central Committee
East Coast director who lives in Baltimore,
Md. After opening remarks about MCC,

l o v in g  Go d
Lo v in g  peo pl e
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November filled with fun activities and learning

Clemens showed a DVD on current proj-
ects in which MCC is involved. Projects in
Congo and Haiti were highlighted in a
PowerPoint report. The hour concluded
with a time of  questions and answers.
Clemens was in the area following MCC
meetings in Newton earlier that week.

■ This year the Bible Rangers, the 4-5
year old Wednes day night class taught by
Rachel and Susan Hein, are studying peo-
ple of  the Bible.  The unit they just com-
pleted was from the book of  Esther, where
they learned about the girl who became
queen of  Persia and saved the Jews. Stu-
dents applied her story to their lives by
talking about being brave and remember-
ing to pray to God before entering a scary
situation.

At the end of  their three-week unit on
Esther, the group celebrated Purim, a Jew-
ish festival in honor of  Queen Esther.
Esther 9:22 explains Purim as a time to cel-
ebrate “the time when the Jews got relief
from their enemies,” when “their sorrow
was turned to joy and their mourning into
a day of  celebration.” They celebrated by
reading the story of  Esther—maybe acting
it out, by feasting, and by giving gifts to
one another as well as gifts to the poor.

The first week that the Bible Rangers
learned about Esther, a box was sent home
with the  children and they were encour-
aged to collect money in their box so gro-
ceries could be purchased for Main Street
Ministry as part of  their Purim celebra-
tion.  Children were encouraged to ask
their parents if  they could do extra chores
around the house to raise money. On the
night of  their celebration, the 10 Bible
Rangers brought $75 in their little boxes.
That night they also dressed as Queen
Esther and Mordecai, heard the story of
Esther, played a game to celebrate, feasted
on special Jewish cookies, and shared
their cookies with some people they found
within the church. The following week,
the  children got to see how many gro-
ceries were purchased with the money
they brought in. 

Thanks to all the parents and grandpar-
ents for helping in this project and thanks
to Rachel and Susan Hein for such a cre-
ative Wednesday Night study.

■ The fifth/sixth-grade Wednesday
night group meets in the Hearth Room,
where members are studying the provi-
dence of  God though a lesson series titled
“My Purpose Will Stand.” In addition to
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The
Searchers
Sunday
school class
gathered
for a party
Oct. 31.
Mary
Bostic,
head of
food serv-
ices at
Tabor Col-
lege,
shared
high points
of her life
story.

The Bible Rangers for this year: (clockwise
from lower left) Levi Allen, Katie Rempel,
Trudy Hein, Josh Horton, Kori Arnold, De-
laney Lucero, Josh Siebert and Gavin
Priest. Not pictured: Savannah Shahan
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