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HMBC FAMILY LIFE

ENGAGEMENTS
Lance Bartel and Kim Lamar; wedding

planned for Sept. 4, 2010.
Amy Duerksen and Paul Galle; wed-

ding planned for Jan. 1, 2011.

WEDDINGS
Dustin Jost and Ashley Mount, June 5.

DEATHS
Ruth Bartel, June 8.
Ruby Graumann, June 17.
Menno Lohrenz, July 24.

■ The fifth- and sixth-grade stu-
dents will be learning from the “My
Purpose Will Stand” curriculum. This
study shows child ren that God is active
in this world. The curriculum has a
God-centered focus and shows students
the greatness of  God, and giving them a
basis to respond to Him.

Don Ratzlaff  will be their teacher
with Gayla Ratzlaff, Vonnie Dawes,
Russ Jost and Edy Jost assisting.

■ Our children will once again be
“buying” groceries for the Main
Street Ministries food bank with their
Bible Bucks that they earn through
Scripture memorization, home devo-
tions, bringing their Bibles and wearing
their K.I.D. NetWork T-shirts. 

This is an important ministry for
our children and for our community.
The groceries we make available for our
children to “buy” are purchased with
money given by our adult Sunday edu-
cation classes. We will begin receiving
these funds again in September.

■ A new young-adult Sunday
education class will be forming for
this fall. If  you are interested in more
information about this, please contact
Bev in the church office.

■ My parting thoughts for you
this month are on looking ahead to the
new year with great anticipation of
what we are going to see God do in our
lives here at Hillsboro MB and beyond. 

Throughout this past year, nine chil-
dren from HMBC came to the saving
knowledge of  Jesus Christ! In the 2010-
11 year we don’t know how God is going
to work, but we do know He is always at
work. The question for us is, “Will we
be alert to see where He is working and
allowing us the opportunity to join
Him?”

—Bev Vogel, C.E. director

encouraged to learn and hide in
their heart.

A highlight for many of  the chil-
dren came Friday night when we all
enjoyed fun activities outdoors. The
children traveled to nine stations
that included barrel rides, face
painting, big-ball volleyball, water-
balloon toss to cool off, roasting
marshmallows over the campfire
for s’mores, along with many other
activities.

One child at the s’mores station
said, “How are we going to make
s’mores? I don’t see a microwave!” 

I think the most favorite of  all the activi-
ties for the kids was the large Moonwalker
jump and slide—what a hit!

On Saturday we came together at a.m.
for a full day of  Bible stories, Scripture
memory, small-group question-and-sharing
times, snacks, hot-dog lunch with root-beer
floats, crafts, games, missions and science
learning labs.

The Saturday morning science lab was
exploding with fun when the children had
to guess the real experiment from the fake
ones. (The real experiment exploded!) God
is unmatchable, the only true God! 

The games we played reinforced the
Bible stories and were a lot of  fun. We
ended the day with a great time of  worship
and reviewing what the children had
learned. It was fun to see how many chil-
dren could say all three Bible verses with-
out looking.

The close of  our VBS weekend was high-
lighted with a Sunday morning family pan-
cake breakfast for our VBS and church
family.  This is a time where we can be
together with new friends and old. Thank
you, Men’s Ministry, for providing break-

fast so we could come together in this way. 
Following our breakfast, we gathered in

our Worship Center where the VBS praise
team and children led in singing and shar-
ing. 

We also heard from the MBY Team that
served this past month at Anadarko, Okla.,
and gave a “send-off” to our SOAR Team
who are ministering in Vancouver, B.C.,
July 21 through Aug. 4. Pastor Brian con-
cluded our weekend with a message from 1
Kings 19:1-18 about how God renewed Eli-
jah by meeting his physical, emotional and
spiritual needs.

A great big “thank you” to all of  you
who played a part in this important week-
end of  ministry. It couldn’t be done without
you. 

Many times, VBS is seen as just another
activity for children. The Christian Nur-
ture Board and VBS Team see it as so
much more than that. More than 50 per-
cent of  the students who came do not regu-
larly attend our church and around 80 per-
cent of  the children came back Sunday
morning with their parents. 

Many child ren come to know Jesus as
their Savior and
Lord during these
more intense bibli-
cal teaching and
learning times
together. It’s a time
where we reinforce
the many truths that
children already
know, but it’s also a
time where we reach
out to children and
families who are
still needing to fill a
void in their lives—
one that only Jesus
Christ and His love
can fill.

—Rachel Hein and
Bev Vogel

The Moonwalker inflatable was a favorite recre-
ational pursuit for the children.

Leann Funk leads her small group in discussion following the
Bible story.
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■ The children in sum-
mer Sunday school classes
have concluded their study on
how God worked through the
life of  Joseph; they are now

learning how God worked in and through
the life of  Paul. 

Our first half  of  the summer Veggie
Tales Memorization Challenge was to
learn the five verses in Romans that are
often referred to as “The Romans Road” to
salvation. The second half  of  the summer
Challenge is to memorize the 10 Com-
mandments. 

The students have each received a copy
of  the 10 Commandments. I encourage
parents and grandparents to support their
child in helping them learn these. Each
verse learned, and each of  the 10 Com-
mandments learned, will earn the student
one ticket to be put in a drawing for a free
ticket to attend the live Sept. 28 perform-
ance of  Veggie Tales in Wichita, titled,
“Sing Yourself  Silly!”

■ “Keys for Kids,” a daily devotional
for kids and families, will be available in
our child ren’s wing on Sundays this
month. This is something new that we are
offering this month for families of  chil-
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Summer lessons near an end, plans ready for fall
dren through the sixth grade. 

“Keys for Kids” is a great little devo-
tional with everyday stories that children
can relate to that are tied together with a
Scripture passage and a scriptural truth
stated in a way a child can understand. 

If  your family would like to continue to
receive this bi-monthly devotional after
this initial trial issue, please sign up on the
clipboard located with the devotionals. We
will see that you receive one in your
church mailbox in the coming months. If
you have questions, contact Bev at the
church office.

■ K.I.D. NetWork, (Kids In Disciple-
ship NetWork) and all of  our fall Wednes-
day night activities will begin Sept. 8. Sup-
per will again be served, beginning at 6
p.m.; children’s classes will begin at 7 p.m.
Please check your bulletin for starting
times of  seventh-through-12th-grade activ-
ities as well as adult classes and adult
choir rehearsal.

Parents, we again ask that you help us
in keeping children fourth grade and

below in the fellowship hall until 6:55 p.m.
The fifth- and sixth-graders may meet in
the Hearth Room at 6:30 p.m.

■ Our children in the first and sec-
ond grades will be hearing on Wednesday
nights this year from a curriculum called,
“He Has Been Clearly Seen: Seeing and
Delighting in God’s Glory.” We will be
learning about creation and helping chil-
dren connect their experiences in the cre-
ated world with the main purpose of  this
world—to display the glory of  God. 

Brenda Sechrist and Amanda Gayer
will be their teachers.

■ Our children in the third and
fourth grades will be studying from the
curriculum, “Faithful to All His Promis-
es.” The purpose of  this curriculum is not
only to teach the children many of  the
promises of  God, but also to teach chil-
dren what it means to trust in the promis-
es of  God. 

Janet Hein will be their teacher and
Karen Wiebe will be assisting her.
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The HMBC Mission Board’s purpose
statement reads, “To create an inter-

est and promote commitment to the
cause of  reaching others for Christ both
around the world and locally.” 

Our church has a history of  support-
ing missionaries and projects globally
and nationally, as well as groups and
individuals taking part in short term
missions. The Mission Board has dis-
cussed how it can encourage the mis-
sional outreach here in our local com-
munity.

Based on these discussions the board
is initiating a “Local Mission Challenge
Grant.” As a board we want to encour-
age and foster local/backyard missions
and the missionaries—you! We want to
help put your ideas into action, or chal-
lenge you to think about how you could
take Jesus’ love into Marion County.
Jesus calls us connect with our culture
and serve our neighbors. What needs do
you see? Where do you sense God
prompting you?

You may have an idea as an individ-
ual or as a small group—perhaps Sun-
day school classes— or as a family
group. We anticipate that while serving

as the hands and feet of  Jesus, your
work will foster relationships and create
opportunities to share the love of  Jesus,
God’s mercy and the gift of  salvation. 

The 2010 fall grant is for use in Mari-
on County, with implementation occur-
ring within six months of  receiving the
grant. Following a discernment process
Sept. 18, the board will award grants of
a maximum of  $100. This may not be
enough to cover your costs, but it can
serve as start-up or seed money for your
project. 

The deadline to apply is Sunday, Sept.
15, so don’t hesitate to start a discus-
sion. If  you have questions please con-
tact a Mission Board member (Marilyn
Jost, Gayla Ratzlaff, Sandy Bartel, Bren-
da Sechrist, Kerry Hein, Greg Brown,
Ron Duerksen, Craig Roble, Hank
Wiebe, Rita Bartel).

Completed applications may be given
to any board member or turned in at the
office. The application forms are avail-
able in the office and at the Mission bul-
letin board in the gathering area.

We are excited about this venture
and to hear how God is calling you.

—Rita Bartel, for the Mission Board

New grant to help fund local impact


