





In the Name of Christ

Relief Sale meets
basic human need

The stated purpose of Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee is to share God’s love
and compassion for all in the name of
Christ by responding to basic human
needs and working for peace and justice.

MCC envisions communities world-
wide in right relationship with God, one
another and creation. Founded in 1920,
MCC is supported by Mennonite,
Brethren in Christ and Amish congrega-
tions throughout North America.

As ameans of supporting MCC,
around 45 relief sales are held annually
throughout the United States and Canada.
The Kansas Relief Sale was begun in 1969
and was first held at the county fair-
grounds in Hillsboro.

The 2009 sale raised $445,269 for world-
wide relief through MCC. This year’s sale
will be Friday and Saturday, April 16 and
17, at the Kansas State Fairgrounds in
Hutchinson.

The relief sale may be best known for
the quilt auction that takes place on Sat-
urday. Last year more than 230 quilts sold
for a total of $130,425.

But the sale is much more than just
quilts. A general auction has a wide vari-
ety of items each year and will feature
two antique cars and an antique tractor
this year.

Craft and plant sales also take place
during the two-day sale. A silent

every part of the sale—helping seat peo-
ple at the largest of the meal events, help-
ing with car parking, helping with craft
or plant sales, and flipping Russian pan-
cakes to name just a few.

Donations of good-quality items are
also needed for the general auction and
quilter’s corner.

Those who would like to volunteer but
stay close to home, can choose from sever-
al opportunities. You can bake: HMBC
has been asked to donate 50 dozen
zwiebach, 39 pies and six loaves of bread
for the sale.

Want to get out but not leave town? On
Saturday, April 10, help is needed to set up
for verenike making at the Marion Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. On Tuesday, April 13, our
church is asked to have 25 volunteers
from noon until 3:30 p.m. to help with the
verenike making.

Other fundraising efforts at our local
church include the loose-change offerings
during three Sunday morning services in
March and April, and the Fellowship
Meal which was March 14. More than 100
people participated in the Fellowship
Meal, which was prepared and served by
the Social Concerns Committee of our
church.

Last year the loose change offering
brought in almost $400 and the Fellowship
Meal netted more than $2,200 for MCC.

The Social Concerns Committee would
like to encourage everyone to consider
taking part in the Kansas Mennonite
Relief Sale this month. A table will be set
up in the gathering area with signup
sheets for everyone who would like to vol-
unteer. —Hank Wiebe
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Cinderella’s Closet
and God's miracles

t is only God’s power that makes the

impossible possible. Denise Brown, Erin
Hein, Donna Thiessen, Jillian Marsh and
Gayla Ratzlaff had the great opportunity
to see the possible happen on Sunday,
March 21, at Cinderella’s Closet.

Denise and Jillian had found a few
more dresses at a Salina thrift shop to add
to our bounty. One of the first girls to come
Sunday tried on one of them. She came out
of the dressing room, stood in front of the
mirror and said, “I look like a girl.”

What seemed impossible to this girl
became possible.

Thirteen girls walked away with dress-
es that day. Eight girls each received $20 to
buy some accessories for their prom outfit.

The Cinderella’s Closet committee
wishes to thank all of you who contributed
financially, donated dresses and purses and
prayed for this event. —Gayla Ratzlaff

auction for children, as well as
other children’s activities, also is
available.

Good food is a big part of the
sale. Many traditional “Menno-
nite” foods are sold throughout the
weekend, including verenike and
sausage, cherry moos, new year’s
cookies, bohne beroggi and Russ-
ian pancakes.

There is also plenty of other
food available as well, such as ham-
burgers, grilled chicken, pie and
ice cream. This year a Mexican
Mennonite church from Newton
will be serving burritos. Baked
items such as bread and zwiebach
are also for sale during the relief
sale.

It takes a major volunteer effort
to produce a two-day sale that nets

nearly a half million dollars. Vol-
unteers are needed for almost

Kakim Kunantaev (foreground) and Hank Wiebe
prepare Russian pancakes at a past Relief Sale.

Marriage weekend
was worth a repeat

On the weekend of March 5-7, Amelia
and I stayed in Wichita for Family
Life’s “Weekend to Remember.” We had
gone once before we were married and liv-
ing in California. I'll admit I thought that I
wouldn’t get much out of it since we had
gone before, but I was definitely wrong.

The first time we attended, I didn’t
understand why people would need to go
multiple times. I now see how much I got
out of it and also understand the need to
“polish” my marital skills.

Now that we’ve been married for almost
five years, Weekend to Remember also gave
me a perspective that was so much differ-
ent; our marriage is better off for it.

It was great to be reminded of all of the
basics of a healthy marriage relationship
and also to learn a few new things about
how we could communicate and live
together with more purpose and success.

One of the best reminders was that
marriage isn’t about meeting each other
halfway; it’s about giving 100 percent
effort, even if the other person doesn’t
reciprocate. —Frank Breugem
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Observing Lent
has been special

CHRIST IS RISEN!
HE IS RISEN, INDEED. HALLELUJAH!

Today we celebrate the day that is all
important to Christendom, the fulfill-
ment of God’s requirements are met for
the redemption of lost mankind and the
end of the law, the beginning of grace.

The period ending today is Lent,
observed by the Roman Catholics, Eastern
and some Protestant churches. For some it
is a time of penitence and fasting while
others may focus on charitable deeds for
the needy or visits to the lonely and shut-
ins.

However, of greatest importance is the
preparation of the heart for Easter and in
a small way identifying with the agony of
Christ on the way to the cross.

Several members of HMBC took the
journey of Lent together. They chose to
deny themselves of various enjoyments
such as desserts, sweet snacks and favorite

foods. A junior high student chose to give
up computer use. Yet another HMBC mem-
ber, a retired college professor in thinking
about something he might pursue to enrich
his life this Lent, decided to study the sub-
ject of prayer in scripture and other writ-
ings.

Last year one middle schooler wore a
coin in her shoe and it
became a reminder to pray
for someone or for some
situation in her life.

Comments heard this
year near the end of Lent
include,

“Next year instead of
giving up something like a
sweet, I will choose to give
up a negative character
issue such as gossip or
worry.”

“I was tempted to give
in, but it felt like I was
betraying God.”

“I might give up sleep
in the morning in order to
have a longer quiet time.”

“It’s hard, it’s tempting to violate, but
it’s fun to give your dessert to others. Next
year I'll do it during the actual Lent days,
which don’t include weekends.”
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“My teacher asked me to explain to the
class why I wasn’t eating desserts. As I
explained, several students said, ‘You're
not Catholic!” I told them anyone can do it.
Several Catholic boys helped me by telling
about Lent.”

“It’s a conversation starter, a witness to
people.”

“Ididn’t think I could do it
for that long, but I haven’t vio-
lated my vow once and I LOVE
chocolate! That gives me a feel-

/ ing of accomplishment.”
// / / “I believe next year I'll
/ // focus on a positive vow such as
/) a study for spiritual enrich-
ment, and/or reaching out
with kind deeds to others.
This Lent certainly has made
me think of Christ’s suffering
and given a deeper apprecia-
tion for His love.”

“It as been helpful to have
the encouragement from oth-
ers who are also involved.”

Next spring when Lent sea-
son comes around, spend some time think-
ing about how you can make the days lead-
ing up to Easter more meaningful, find a
group to do it with you, and then enjoy the
journey.

1,7 /4,

p

On the Journey
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India challenged
faith assumptions

India. If you would have asked me about
it a few months ago, I wouldn’t have
much to say about it. In fact, I really
didn’t know anything about it.

But that wouldn’t be the case after our
team from Tabor piled into vans, at 4 a.m.,
and headed for the Wichita airport. I
know from a personal view I had no real
idea what I was getting into or the things
I would see and experience in this strange
and foreign land.

In fact, there are way too many experi-
ences, stories, and feelings that occurred
on this trip for me to include in this arti-
cle. However, one thing I feel appropriate
on expanding is wrestling with thoughts
and feelings.

Personally, I have always been appre-
hensive in wrestling with thoughts or
new experiences that have come into my
life—especially in my spiritual life. One
reason is I have thought this to be associ-
ated with doubting or “not being a good

Christian” type of thing.

With this mindset, was I challenged in
India. I experienced things that made me
doubt or even seemed to contradict my
beliefs that were frankly, hard to deal with.

One example of this was seeing Hindus
worship physical idols in temples. I had
never experienced this before and it was a
strange sight to behold. But what chal-
lenged me was seeing these people wor-
shiping these idols and they seemed just as
genuine and happy as me and other fellow
Christians.

This sight caused doubt in my mind. I
saw these people genuinely worshiping
and being happy and it hit me, “How can I
know for sure that my faith is the true
faith?” These people in front of me seemed
to think their faith was just as right as
mine.

It was a challenging thought for me, one
that I definitely wrestled with on this trip.
But we have a faithful and big God that
helped me sort these doubts and thoughts
out. God showed me a lot of passages in the
Psalms that talked about idol worshipping.
These Psalms helped show me a lot of
things that I needed to see and, along with
God’s goodness, eliminated this doubt that
I was having.

My point in telling this story is this:
Don’t necessarily shy away from wrestling

with new thoughts or experiences that
come to mind or into your life. It doesn’t
make you a bad Christian to think things
through or to have questions.

Ponder these thoughts and, most
importantly, take them to God—the ulti-
mate source of wisdom—and He will
direct you to the right path.

Now, I am not saying it’s OK to doubt,
but don’t be afraid of wrestling with
things and going with them to God. God is
faithful. Through this experience I have
learned that it is OK to have these
thoughts and experiences, because they
are a place where growth can and do occur.

All in all, India is a very different place
from what we are used to in the United
States. There are different religions, cus-
toms, and values that we aren’t used to or
even familiar with. But if you ever get the
opportunity to go I would highly encour-
age you to take it.

Even if you aren’t sure if India sounds
interesting you may be pleasantly sur-
prised and you never know how God will
use the experience to grow you and fur-
ther His kingdom.

Like I said, a few months ago if you
would have asked me about India I would-
n’t have known much, but now it is a place
that I will never forget. God is good.

—Dby Jordan Funk



‘Contagious Christian’ class will kick off Aprll 1"

he adult Sunday school

c E study, “Becoming a Con-

I tagious Christian” will begin

CLIPS April1l. Greg Brown will be
[ W= == leading this study and we
encourage many of you to be a part of this
five-week opportunity that will help you
discover your own natural “evangelism”
style and will give you tools to be able to
share biblical truths in your personal,
everyday language.

If you have questions, please contact
Bev in the church office at 947-3144.

W Our children’s Wednesday night
activities will be coming to a close at the
end of April. On Wednesday, April 28, the
children will end the year of learning with
an evening of celebration. Games and fun
activities are planned for this last session
together.

Also in April, the first- through fourth-
graders will have one last time to “buy”
groceries for the Main Street Ministries
Food Bank with their Bible Bucks. Vonnie
Dawes’ third/fourth-grade class delivered
more than $200 in groceries to Main Street
Ministries at the end of March.

H The Vacation Bible School Team
has already started gearing up for another
exciting weekend this summer. Mark
your calendars for July 16, 17 and 18, when
we will explore the untamed nature of
God in our Wildwood Forest Adventure.

We will begin Friday evening with
music, worship and instruction time fol-
lowed by family outdoor carnival events.
Saturday will be a full-day event, starting
in the morning and running into the after-
noon. We will also be enjoying a provided
lunch together that day:.

Sunday morning we will come together
one last time for our morning worship
service, in which the children will have a
part. Watch for more information coming
soon!

H The focus of our spot-
light this month is Daryl
-{ ) Kliewer. Most of us know
&> = Daryl for the multitude of
9 things he does for us around
W~ the church, but there is
another side to Daryl: He is a dedicated
fifth/sixth-grade Sunday school teacher.

For nine years Daryl has taught the
fifth/sixth-grade boys on Sunday morn-
ings and has enjoyed building relation-
ships with them and sharing “life” with
them. His influence on them goes beyond
Sunday school time. They have fun doing
October hayrack rides, hotdog roasts and
winter-time pizza and movie nights. In the

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: Daryl Kliewer with students (from left) Kennedy Klein, Lanna Wag-
ner, Leighton Wagner, Braden Vogt, Tyson Reimer, Robby Brandt.

old church they even had “go seek” sleep-
overs. All of these activities have provided
good laughs and many good memories.

Daryl enjoys sharing the Scriptures
with the young men especially, seeing
them come to know Christ and then watch-
ing through the years as they grow and
mature—becoming men of God.

This year, Daryl teaches the fifth/sixth-
grade girls and boys classes together since
the small class size caused us to combine
them. Daryl has been really challenging
his students as they walk through Max
Lucado’s “Experiencing the Heart of
Jesus” study for youth.

Daryl cares for and has a passion for his
students—he doesn’t just want his stu-
dents to know about God, he wants them to
know Jesus and to experience Him. Daryl
wants them to understand that Jesus longs
for a relationship with them and He pas-
sionately loves them.

As he looks back over his years of
teaching, Daryl feels it is a privilege to
play a small role in the big picture of what
God is doing in the lives of our young peo-
ple here at HMBC.

Thank you, Daryl, for your dedication
and commitment to ministry with our
youth and for helping them to mature in
their relationship with Jesus.

B My parting thoughts are for you,
the parents and grandparents here at
HMBC. I am so encouraged and thankful
for how much I see you playing such a
huge part in the spiritual growth of your
children and grandchildren. You are such
key people in the lives of your children.

It is such an inspiration to me when I
see how parents/grandparents have helped
their child in memorizing Scriptures or
have helped them work through their
Wednesday night devotionals. What a great
opportunity to demonstrate to your chil-
dren that these things are important and

make a difference in our lives—if we want
to have a relationship with Jesus, we need
to spend time in God’s Word and in getting
to know Him.

Never underestimate how much your
daily example, in word and action, influ-
ences the outlook and attitude that your
child or grandchild will have that day or,
greater yet, for a lifetime.

Blessings to you as you continue to
model for your child/children what it
means to walk with Jesus every day!

—Bev Vogel, C.E. coordinator
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LOVING GOD
LOVING PEOPLE

Hillsboro Mennonite Brethren Church

300 Prairie Pointe, Hillsboro KS 67063
Office phone: 620-947-3144
Prayer Line: 620-947-3144, ext. 2
E-mail: hmbc@hillsboromb.com
Web site: www.hillsboromb.com

LEADERSHIP STAFF
Brian Allen, lead pastor
Paul Raugust, youth pastor
Bev Vogel, coordinator of CE ministries
David Plett, visitation pastor
Bruce Heyen, worship music & choir director

THE ENCOURAGER TEAM
Brenda Sechrist, Sara Hill, Carrol Ediger,
Marilyn Hiebert, Marion Regier,
LeOra Grunau, Don Ratzlaff
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SUNDAY MONDAY | TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED: WEEKLY GROUPS & STUDIES ﬂ N w
= SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:30 AM n CHURCH STAFF MEETING, 1 PM TUESDAY
# FELLOWSHIP: 10:20 AM » QUILTING & TYING, 9 AM TUESDAY GOOD FRIDAY
= WORSHIP: 10:40 AM » WOMEN’s COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY, 1:30 PM TUES. " MMM MWM%M Mmo% m W SED
n

m WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP
MEAL, 5:45-6:30 PM
m MIDWEEK MINISTRIES: 7 PM

u MEN OF PRAYER, 6:30 PM

m PARK VILLAGE BIBLE STUDY, 3 PM WEDNESDAY

» WOMEN’s BIBLE STUDY WITH JOYCE WALL, WED. 7 PM
u ESTHER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY, 7 PM THURSDAY

'WEDNESDAY

B-day: Carter Pankratz, Anna

B-day: Ethel Bartel, Helen
Fenstermacher, Jarod Hamm

B-day: Claire Heyen, lan
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u SUNRISE SERVICE, 6:30 AM
u WORSHIP MESSAGE: PASTOR
Brian

EASTER

B-day: Roger Hofer

n CHRISTIAN NURTURE BD,
8 PM

B-day: Tessa Loewen, David

6

B-day: Quentin Wacker, Lena

7

u SPIRITUAL LIFE MINISTRIES
BoARD, 8:15 PM

Seibel, Irene Jost

s Counci, 7 PM

Anniv: Roger & Helen Hagen
(1972), Nathan & Wendy
Funk (2006)

B-day: Darren Franz, Joyce Kyle

9

B-day: Coleen Koop

Weisbeck
10

B-day: Clara Loewen, Rita

u STEWARDSHIP, 7:45 Esﬂﬂ

u LOOSE CHANGE FOR MCC

n MESSAGE: PASTOR BRIAN

u PERSONAL TOUCH QUARTET,
6 PM

B-day: Adrianne Bechtold,
Fran Rhodes, Holly Sill

Penner, Sara Kliewer, Mary
Regier, Matt Hiebert

n KMMC AREA ﬂ N
REHEARSAL, 7 PM

u RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
BoARD, 7:30 PM

B-day: Jona Prieb

13

u BREAKFAST CIRCLE, 8 AM
u(NO QUILTING)

14

n WORsHIP EVENTS Bp, 6 PM

B-day: Vince Nikkel, Shane
Duerksen, Ellie Rempel

15

u MENNONITE RELIEF
SALE, STATE FAIRGROUNDS,
HUTCHINSON

B-day: Susan Judd, Gary
Hilliard, Lori Makovec,
Michael Suderman, Tyler
Suderman, Kellie Wyatt

17

u PROM BANQUET AT
HMBC

B-day: Gayla Ratzlaff, Rylie

18

u MESSAGE: PASTOR BRIAN

u WESTVIEW, 2 PM

m LEGACY PARK, 3 PM

u TABOR CHOIR HOME CON-
CERT, 4 PM

19

Anniv: Tyler & April McKim

B-day: Dorothy Foth

20

n DEMENTIA SUPPORT GROUP,
7 PM

B-day: Amanda Ewert,
Raymond Schlichting

21

u COPY DEADLINE FOR
NEXT ENCOURAGER

u MisSION BOARD, 5:45 PM

B-day: Kanaloa Kalua, Marley

B-day: Lily Arthur, Krista
Reimer, Max Terman

n HosPICE CARE OF NN
KANSAS, ALL DAY

u ‘CHURCH BASEMENT LADIES’
OUTING, LEAVE 4:40 PM

Anniv: Matt & Heather Regier
(2004)

B-day: Timothy Schuler,
Harold Wiebe, Doug Baltzer

23

Anniv: James & Sharon Bartel
(1966)
B-day: Jesse Brown

Hein
24

Anniv: CJ & Katie Regier
(2004)

B-day: Cody Penner, Martha
Willems, Jennifer Rector

u MESSAGE: PASTOR BRIAN
u BRIDAL SHOWER FOR DUSTIN
JosT, ASHLEY MOUNTY, 3 PM

B-day: Todd Helmer

u PASTOR BRIAN
AT SEMINARY
THROUGH FRIDAY

(2008)
26

Anniv: Michael & Karolyn
Pearman, Kevin & Jamie
Bartel

B-day: Kristina Frantz, Brenda
Hilliard

27

u ‘ENCORE,’ RETIRED MB
PASTORS & MISSIONARIES,
10 AM

Anniv: Bob & Irene Jost
B-day: Dorothy Hagen, Todd
Klein, Larry Cole

Kalua
28

u LAST NIGHT OF MIDWEEK
ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN

B-day: Mike Baltzer

29

Anniv: Coleen & Murray
Koop (1978)

B-day: David Dick, Byron
McCarty

30

Anniv: Frank & Amelia
Breugem (2005)

B-day: Becky Steketee, Dennis
Penner, Joel Allen, Luka
Raugust
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