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With moderator Don Ratzlaff (left) looking on, Judy Hiebert, chair of the Spiritual Life
Ministries Board, explains the gifts from the HMBC family to John and Carol Dick in ap-
preciation for John’s 40-plus years as church treasurer. The Dicks received a clock and
plaque, plus travel vouchers and spending money for a trip to San Antonio, Texas—
something the couple had been talking about doing, according to confidential sources.
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Is it possible we’ll remember that
evening as the time we publicly recognized
and thanked John Dick for serving as our
church treasurer for 40-plus years. 

Perhaps the memory sticks with us
because that night we were inspired to
believe, through John’s quiet but effective
service, that we, too, could persevere a
while longer in the ministry God had given
us within the church. In hindsight, those
additional years turned out to be the most
satisfying and productive of  all.

Is it possible we’ll remember our Sept.
27 meeting as being the very first one with
Brian Allen on board as our lead pastor,
and how God empowered his leadership to
bring us to an unprecedented day of  min-
istry and spiritual harvest?

Or is it possible that we’ll remember the
quote Pastor Brian passed on to us: “It is
our light, not our darkness, that most
frightens us. We ask ourselves, ‘Who am I
to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented and fabu-
lous?’ Actually, who are you not to be? You
are a child of  God.... We were born to make
manifest the glory of  God that is within us.
It is not just in some of  us; it is in every-
one.”

We remember the quote because it

stirred us to try something we previously
thought was beyond our capabilities. And
through that modest step of  faith, God
accomplished more than we had ever
dreamed or imagined. A life was trans-
formed. The power of  God was proclaimed.
Someone crossed the line of  faith.  

Is it possible that Sept. 27 might be
remembered as a milestone on the journey
of  this church?

Remember what Jesus said: “With man
this is impossible, but not with God; all
things are possible with God.”

—Don Ratzlaff, moderator

I love this quote because it inspires me
to make every effort to be all that God creat-
ed me to be, but also because I believe it
identifies the most significant barrier to
that effort. 

Specifically, it reveals that our biggest
fear in life is not failure, it’s success. It’s the
fear of  being different. It’s the fear of  how
others would respond to us and how they
would treat us and react to us if  we stepped
up to the plate and completely devoted our-
selves to living for God. 

And so daily we all make a sacrifice. We
sacrifice becoming all God wants us to be
and experiencing the transformation he
wants to bring into our lives in an attempt
to remain comfortable within the relational
framework each of  us has built in life. 

We shield ourselves from whatever criti-
cism might come our way if  we swam
against the stream, all the while deceiving
ourselves into thinking that this is best for
us as well as those around us.

However, there are two significant prob-
lems with this line of  thinking. 

First, though we save ourselves from
some potential criticism, we live a life that
is far less than what we were created for. As
the author above indicates, we are children
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of  God. We have the glory of  God living in
us. We were created for greatness in order
to shine forth the glory of  God to the uni-
verse. 

What an incredible privilege it is to
have that role and what a tragedy it is
when we abdicate that role in exchange for
the praise of  men rather than God. 

Second, it is only as we step up to the
plate to take a swing at becoming all God
wants us to be that others will be inspired
to do the same. Only then will they gain a
vision for all God has created them to be
and by our example experience the free-
dom to break free and pursue that vision in
their life as well. 

So, as we begin a new church year
together, let’s dare to succeed together. Not
for our own glory, but for the glory of  God. 

Let’s dare to be successful for the glory
of  God. 

Let’s dare to be radically committed to

the fulfillment of  the Great Commission
for the glory of  God. 

Let’s dare to do things with as much
excellence as they can possibly be done to
the glory of  God. 

Let’s dare to develop our spiritual disci-
plines and talk about our faith and growth
with each other and with the lost for the
glory of  God. 

Let’s identify those ways in which God
has gifted us and the passions He’s given
us and begin serving others in those areas
for the glory of  God. 

Let’s identify needs in our community
that we can meet and share God’s love with
Hillsboro and beyond in practical ways for
the glory of  God. 

Let’s reach out to the lost and make a
commitment to make it hard to live in Mar-
ion County and go to hell, for the glory of
God. 

Let’s dream big dreams as a church for
how we can be a light to the world for the
glory of  God. 

And in the process, let’s experience
what it means to give up our lives so that
we can find true life for the glory of  God. 

In short, let’s break free from our fear
of  ourselves and the greatness we were
designed for, to the Glory of  God.

—Pastor Brian

“It’s in Christ that we find out who we 
are and what we are living for. Long before
we first heard of  Christ and got our hopes
up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us

for glorious living, part of  the overall 
purpose he is working out in everything 

and everyone.” EPH. 1:11 (MSG) 



Our children’s Wednesday
night programs are off

and running. The first night
we started off  64 in atten-
dance. 

Sharon and Jim Bartel have taken on
the challenge of  engaging the children in
activities at 6:30 p.m., between the supper
hour and class time. If  the weather is nice,
there will be some supervised outdoor
activities along with some indoor puz-
zles/games and a DVD playing.  

We are asking that children through
the fourth grade stay in Fellowship Hall
when they are finished eating, until our
supervisors are prepared for the activities.

Parents: Please know where your chil-
dren are and be responsible for keeping
them in Fellowship Hall until this time. As
the fall and winter months come upon us,
we plan to have table games and jigsaw
puzzles not only for the children to work
on, but also to give all adults opportunity
for intergenerational activities with chil-
dren before class time begins.

Please take advantage of  this opportu-
nity to interact with our children.

■ Congratulations to the 11 students
who memorized Psalm 37:1-11 this sum-
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Kids’ Wednesday night ministry takes off with 64

mer. These children are: Katie Rempel,
Garret Helmer, Austin Rempel, Caleb Rem-
pel, Abby Sechrist, Sara Jost, Taylor
Helmer, Chloe Pankratz, Dylan Wiens,
Trace Jost and Lanna Wagner.

■ Our children’s offering for Joel and
Cindy Groening in the Philippines to pur-
chase MP3 players for spreading the gospel
totaled more than $50 this month. The cost
of  each MP3 player (Saber) is $50. We hope
to be able to purchase six of  these by the
end of  December. Keep instilling in your
children the importance of  giving.

■ Continue to pray for our teaching
team at HMBC. The total number of  vol-
unteers who engage in the ministry of
teaching children through adults on
Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings
number more than 60 adults.  

“Thank you” to our teachers, who are
committed each week to proclaiming the
gospel and teaching the Word of  God.

On Sept. 23, one of  our children accept-
ed Christ as his Savior. God is always at
work.  May His name be praised!

—Bev Vogel, CE coordinator

C.E.
CLIPS

The Bible Rangers meet for the first Wednesday night with their teacher, Rachel
Hein, on  Sept. 9.

Terrorist cell groups at work in the church!
Reports are that five terrorist cell groups have been operating in

many of  our churches. They have been identified as: Bin Sleepin,
Bin Fightin, Bin Complainin and Bin Missin. 

Their leader, Osama Bin Lucifer, trained these groups to destroy the body of
Christ. The plan is to come into church disguised as Christians and to work within
the church to discourage, disrupt and destroy.

However, there have also been reports of  a sixth group. A cell known by the name
Bin Prayin is actually the only effective counter-terrorism force in the church.

The Bin Prayin team does not blend in with whoever and whatever comes along.
Bin Prayin does whatever is needed to uplift and encourage the body of  Christ.

We noticed that the Bin Prayin cell group has different characteristics than the
others. They have Bin Watchin, Bin Waitin, Bin Fastin and Bin Longin for their mas-
ter, Jesus Christ, to return.  —Bruce Heyen

SPECIAL
REPORT


