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Junior MBYers find fun in the streets of Corn, Okla.

Jr. SDYC: 'Ready, clean & in the light'

Excitement is the feeling I felt on Friday
evening as we left for Corn. Three
lucky moms drove three vans full of kids
and two male sponsors. On the way to
Corn, we stopped for dinner at McDon-
ald’s, had fun listening to music and talked
with friends.

We arrived at our destination, Corn MB
Church, around 11:30 p.m. We slept on the
floor at the church. The girls were at one
end of the church and the boys were at the
other. We finally got settled and asleep,
except I believe it took the boys a lot longer
than the girls.

We woke up Saturday morning around
7:30 a.m. and got ready in the church rest-
rooms. Both the boys and girls gathered
for breakfast (juice and muffins) at 8:15
a.m. Registration started at 8:45 a.m. so the
fun was just beginning.

Three guys from an Oklahoma college
made up the band. They started us off
with praise songs. I was not familiar with
alot of the songs but still enjoyed them.

Travis Schmidt, youth pastor at Enid,
OKla., was our speaker for the day. He
spoke in words that related to junior high-

ers. He told us to “Be Ready, Be Clean and
Be in the Light.” If we do not think we are
ready, clean or in the light, then we need to
get ready. This might mean we need to
change how we are living or maybe the
friends we associate with.

A special treat was the comedian. He
was very funny and Jesse Brown got to be
his assistant for one act.

For a few hours in the afternoon we
went to Corn Bible Academy for some
exercise and fellowship. This allowed us to
get to know kids from other towns. There
were inflatable, blow-up games, lots of out-
door activities, and basketball & volleyball
in the gym. Our group had fun outside
building people pyramids.

The day ended with a final session by
Travis and then more singing. Everyone
got a T-shirt to help us remember the day.
At 5 p.m. we loaded the vans and headed
home. We arrived in Hillsboro around 11
pm.

I had a fun time learning more about
God’s Word and being with friends. I have
been thinking about how I will get my life
ready. —Taylor Vogt

A place to pray
for our HES kids

f there are moms who would like to pray

for their elementary school children,
their teachers and school, the opportunity
is now available. Moms In Touch Interna-
tional is a ministry that allows moms to
come together once a week for one hour to
pray for their school-age children. Check
out their Web site at momsintouch.org for
more information.

Moms In Touch prayer group for Hills-
boro Elementary meets every Monday
morning from 8:45 to 10 at 405 E. A St., the
residence of Sara Major. Bring your Bible
and a ready heart to pray Scripture for
your child/children.

If you also have small children not in
school yet, we can provide childcare, how-
ever, please call Sara Major at 947-5985 or
Sara Rempel at 947-3271.

God’s Word says, “Where two or more
are gathered in my name, there I am with
them”(Matt. 18:20). We look forward to
gathering with you and lifting our requests
and praises, on behalf of our children, up
to Jesus Christ.

College group studying disciplines

The HMBC college student group has
been studying spiritual disciplines
this fall. Simply defined, a spiritual disci-

upon Scripture.

Each week the group also takes time to

practice the specific discipline being stud-

pline is any practice or activity that allows ied. In this way the group deliberately

aperson or a group of people to experi-
ence, know and be changed by God.

Each Sunday morning the group stud-
ies a different discipline. One Sunday the

grows and experiences God together.

Most Sunday mornings also include a

breakfast item generously provided by a
family within the church, a service for

group might look at silence, the next inter- which the college group is quite grateful.

cessory prayer, and the next at meditating

—Beth and Matt Cox

Where are they now?

W Lance Bartel, son of
Daryl and Darlene, has
been interested in flying
since he was little. As a tod-
dler, the only pull toy he
would play with was a toy
airplane. He knew by the time he was 10
that he wanted to be a pilot. He current-
ly is in the airline training program at
K-State at Salina (photo below). After
graduating in December he will contin-
ue working at America Jet and as a
flight instructor. He will be getting
married in fall 2010 to Kim Lamer of
Salina. His goal is to be a full-time pilot.




There's no cap on
the love of God

was filling the van with gasoline at

Ampride in anticipation of a family trip
to Kansas City to see the Chiefs play
when it occurred to me to check the oil. It
was low. I went inside, bought a quart,
and unscrewed the engine oil cap to pour
itin.

Oops! The oil cap slipped out of my
fingers and fell to the ground —I
assumed. But when I scoured the area
beneath the van, no cap.

TI'll spare the details, but I finally spot-
ted it deep in the motor cavity, down
among the engine supports. I tried an
umbrella, then a broom handle, in an
effort to dislodge it — only to see the cap
disappear altogether.

My only hope at that point was to
crawl under the van to see if I could
reach in and feel the cap with no visual
clue. I came away with nothing but a
grease-covered arm and soiled clothes.

Now what? I assumed the cap was lost,
so I drove home. Skeptical about the pos-
sibility of success, I test-fitted every oil
cap on every vehicle
(three) in our driveway.
As I suspected, none
came close to qualifying
as a substitute cap for the
van.

Desperate, I took the
cap off the windshield-
washer reservoir from
our old Buick, and
secured it over the fill
pipe with duct tape. I was
leery whether it would

n his book “When God

Winks at You,” Squire
Rushnell tells stories of
pleasant coincidences in
people’s lives. God winks,
if you will. The same way
a wink makes a person feel special, God
often allows things to happen in people’s
lives for the same reason. We would like to
share each month some “God Winks” from
our own church family. Please share with
us your encouraging God Winks story.

GOD

winks

behind schedule, but had a great breakfast
together. Then, as the men in the group
headed for the van to continue our assault
on Arrowhead Stadium (the women did
shopping things), I noticed an oil cap on
the ground about two feet behind the van.

Could it be ours? It looked like it might
be — but we had driven 150 miles! Why
would it have fallen out at this time and
place? Even if it had, why didn’t we see it
when we exited the van?

Bottom line: It was, indeed, our miss-
ing oil cap.

I am one who resists trivializing God’s
involvement in our lives. I don’t pray for
my favorite team to win or
to find a convenient parking
space. I'm pretty sure I
never prayed that God
would help us find that oil
cap. (I may have breathed a
prayer, though, that my
makeshift substitute would-
n’t explode before we got
home!)

This incident has stuck
in my mind for weeks. Keep
in mind that the Chiefs play

work — how much pres- At the very least, on Sunday; I had been deal-
sure does “oil pressure” this crazy incident has  ing with some latent guilt
put on a makeshift oil N . . . about skipping our weekly
cap? stirred my imagination appointment with God to
We loaded up and took  about the ways of God. attend a football game. If

off, stopping at Marion
for a quick check. Every-
thing looked great, so we
hit the road again to meet
family and friends in
Olathe for a late breakfast

It has challenged my
assumptions. Thatin .
itself has been

a Divine gift.

recovering that oil cap was
a “miracle,” I didn’t deserve

I've reached no theologi-
cal conclusions yet, but I
wonder if God was telling

at ITHOP.

Along the way, I frequently glanced at
my gauges and sniffed for the smell of
burning oil splattering on the manifold,
but the miles passed without incident —
except for a “clunk” we heard about two-
thirds of the way there. Gayla and I fig-
ured it was our oil cap exiting its hiding
place.

We pulled into IHOP 20 minutes

me, with a wink, “Don’t put
me in a box, nor limit the extent of my
love. I will be involved in your life on my
terms, not yours. By the way, our appoint-
ment is 24/7, not once a week.”

At the very least, this crazy incident
has stirred my imagination about the
ways of God. It has challenged my
assumptions. That in itself has been a
Divine gift. —Don Ratzlaff
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from this year’s advent devotional!”

H The children will be performing
the Christmas musical, “The Christmas
County Spelling Bee,” at 6:30 p.m., Sunday,
Dec. 20. It will be preceded by a children’s
piano prelude beginning at 6:15 p.m. If
your child would like to be included in this
prelude, please contact Bev at the church
office no later than Dec. 13.

We want to thank Bruce Heyen and his
music team of Sara Rempel, Ronda Wiens
and Brenda Sechrist for their work with
the children for this program. The chil-
dren will continue practicing on Sundays
from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

B Some parenting advice.... Recently,
in a parenting article in Christianity
Today, a mother asked how she could get
her young son to stop a pattern of inappro-
priate behavior. The response started with
a question: “Have you firmly told him ‘no’
when he does that and shown him you
mean business?” The mother answered, “I
don’t know; he’s pretty sensitive.”

We all probably smile at that conversa-
tion, but in reality, we all battle with this
issue. Whether we’re a teacher, grandpar-
ent or parent, we really want kids to like us
and we fall into the trap of thinking that if
we tell them “no,” they’ll stop liking us.

Think of all of the candy purchased in
the checkout lanes because moms don’t
want to make a scene. Our boys have heard
us say many times, “Not this time...but
thanks for asking!” What about the inap-
propriate clothing purchased by parents?

Being a parent is hard, is work and not
always a lot of fun! What we need to hear
is that kids will still like us even after we
say “no.” If our relationships with chil-
dren ride on avoiding that word, we proba-
bly have a much deeper issue that we need
to deal with.

For children to grow up with healthy
lives, they need to have boundaries. I
believe there is a spiritual issue here as
well. If we do not train our children to sub-
mit to our loving authority, it is highly like-
ly that they will never submit to the loving
authority of their Heavenly Father.

I have said on more than one occasion,
“I love you too much to let you do this.”
Saying “no” is not fun and it’s not popular,
but we need to take courage and use it
when we know that it’s best for the child.

I've often found it helpful to band
together with some other parents in these
types of matters as well: “A chord of three
strands is not easily broken” (Eccles. 4:12).

Be encouraged today. We're all in this
together!

—Bev Vogel, C.E. coordinator



Holiday season brings changes and opportunities

H The season of thank-
fulness and celebration is
coming upon us quickly and

CLIPS with that come a few changes
== == mm== jnour Christian education
schedule. Please check the schedule to the
right!.

B Our Wednesday night K.I.D. Net-
Work children gave more than $200 of
grocery items to Main Street Ministries’
food bank in October with our adult Sun-
day school classes giving more than $200 to
this project to buy groceries for the month
of November.

Lillian Bookless expressed great
thanks to HMBC for this monthly min-
istry—the shelves are often bare when we
make our monthly delivery.

This month, the first- and second-grade
K.I.D. NetWork class will be delivering our
donation in person and will get to see and
hear firsthand what their efforts are
doing.

Our (K)ids (I)n (D)iscipleship NetWork
(NetWork depicts being fishers of men)
program is reaching out to many children
outside of our own congregation. Take the
opportunity to get to know these children
during our supper hour on Wednesday

Holi-dates to remember

Nov. 25 — No children’s Wednesday
night activities because of Thanksgiving.

Dec. 16 — No regular children’s
Wednesday night activities because of
dress rehearsal for the children’s Christ-
mas program (7 p.m.).

Dec. 20 — Children’s Christmas pro-
gram prelude at 6:15 p.m.; children’s
Christmas program at 6:30 p.m.

Jan. 6 — Children’s regular Wednes-
day night activities resume.

Mark your calendar!
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LOVING GOD
LOVING PEOPLE

Hillsboro Mennonite Brethren Church

300 Prairie Pointe, Hillsboro KS 67063
Office phone: 620-947-3144
Prayer Line: 620-947-3144, ext. 2
E-mail: hmbc@hillsboromb.com
Web site: www.hillsboromb.com

LEADERSHIP STAFF
Brian Allen, lead pastor
Paul Raugust, youth pastor
Bev Vogel, coordinator of CE ministries
David Plett, visitation pastor
Bruce Heyen, worship music & choir director

THE ENCOURAGER TEAM
Brenda Sechrist, Sara Hill, Carrol Ediger,
Marilyn Hiebert, Marion Regier,
LeOra Grunau, Don Ratzlaff

evenings.

The children are participating in vari-
ous activities around the fellowship hall
from 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. that you can be
involved with—grab a jigsaw puzzle at one
of the activity tables and make a new
friend!

H The children in our Sunday morn-
ing education classes have given enough
offering money so far this quarter to pur-
chase two MP3-like devices to help spread
the gospel in the Philippines. The children
have learned that 70 percent of the world
cannot read, which makes the need for this
device so important.

Keep encouraging your child, grand-
child or Prayer Pal to remember their
offering each Sunday and let them know
that they are making a difference to the
“uttermost parts of the world”!

H This Advent and Christmas season
our Christian education team wants to
help families give special attention to fami-

ly devotions. To encourage families in this,
we will again have a special Advent family
devotional booklet titled, “Wait for the
Light,” available to pick up on two Sunday
mornings—Nov. 15 and 22. We will have a
little table set up outside the library door
to distribute these. If you have a child
sixth grade or younger, please stop by and
pick up one.

Never underestimate what this oppor-
tunity can do in your family. Here is what
Rachel Hein shared with me: “At Easter
time a couple years ago, the church gave
us a devotional to read with our children
each day. This was the beginning of an
evening routine of reading a Bible story
and asking the girls questions that we
have kept ever since.

“It’s really exciting to see how God uses
His word and devotionals as a tool to get
the girls thinking about Him! After read-
ing the Easter story the day before Easter
in 2008, Malorie started asking questions
about why Jesus had to die. After talking
that night, she asked Jesus to come into
her heart and made a decision to follow
Him.

“Last Christmas season, we received
the advent devotional from church. One of
the days talked about Heaven. Heaven
sounded pretty good to Trudy who was 3,
and she wants to be there someday! After
many questions, Trudy decided to ask
Jesus into her heart so that she could be in
Heaven someday with Jesus and many
others.

“We pray that they will continue to
learn more about serving God and are
excited to see what questions will develop

See C.E. CLIPS, cont’d on Page 7

Put love in a hox with
Operation Christmas Child

ith the holiday season just around the corner, it’s time to
think about participating in Operation Christmas Child.
This would be a great project for adults to reach across the gen-
erations to children of our church or your neighborhood.
Shari Morford and Gayla Ratzlaff would like to encourage
adult Prayer Pals to do this project with their child Prayer Pal.
What do you need to do? Pick up a flyer, which you can find
at the welcome table. It will give you the information about what to pack in the box.
Then invite your Prayer Pal to go with you to purchase items to put in the box.
The boxes need to be at the church by Thursday, Nov. 19. You need to include a
check for $7 to cover the cost of shipping, and put a rubber band around it.
If you have question, contact Gayla Ratzlaff (947-3583).
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