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Women’s tea sweetened by sharing

Magic time for
men and kids

Men’s MinistryMen’s Ministry

CLIPS, cont’d from Page 8

the life of  Moses and our last seven will
be about the life of  Jesus.

Kids, you won’t want to miss out on
Sunday school this summer. We’re going
to have a lot of  fun and learn a lot too!

* * *
Planning continues for our Camp

Edge VBS Weekend. Mark your calen-
dars for July 17-19 and register as soon
as possible.  Children who will be age 4
by September through those who have
just completed the fifth grade are eligi-
ble. See you there!

Lord, grant that our time together be
steeped in serenity, sweetened by sharing,

and surrounded by the warm fragrance of
your love.”

This prayer was truly answered as 11
ladies gathered for tea and lunch last
month.  Hostesses Brenda Sechrist and
Shari Morford planned the tea for the
women in their Young Marrieds’ class.

A few other ladies from the church were
invited to fill the tea tables
in the Morfords’ living
room. They represented sev-
eral age groups and served
to create new acquaintances
as well as deepen others.

Initially, the guests got to
know each other when they
each shared one of  their
“passions”—i.e. chocolate,
organization, books, grand-
children, etc. — with the
entire group.

Then two apron-clad
younger ladies, Emily
Sechrist and Hayley
Pankratz, graciously gave of
their afternoon and served
tea and lunch to each table
of  four. (Shari and Brenda
were delighted. Thanks
girls!)  After dessert we had
an opportunity to chat again
as an entire group.

It was a delightful time
of  sharing in an intergener-
ational way. And, to top it

off, while the ladies had tea, several of  the
husbands visited over lunch at the Pizza
Hut. 

Make plans today to get together with
others at HMBC. You’ll be blessed.

Joe Sechrist and Quentin Morford are
co-teachers for the Young Marrieds’ class,
which is currently studying Ephesians.
The class invites other couples to join in
the discussion.

Vonnie Dawes, Rosella Martin and Joyce Warkentin (from left) visit during the tea party.

Emily Sechrist (left) and Hayley Pankratz prepare to serve
the fruit entree at the gathering.

HMBC FAMILY LIFE

BIRTHS
Rylie Marie, born April 17 to Matt and

Erin Hein.
Lena Nicole, adopted April 6 by Tim

and Diana Howell.

WEDDINGS
Cheryl Prieb and Ross Duerksen, April

4.

The HMBC Men’s Ministry is
planning a special program for

all men and children (boys and girls)
of  all ages. You are invited to join us
for doughnuts and juice during the
Sunday school hour May 17.

But, you need to get there early!
Refreshments begin at 9 a.m. with a
magic show to begin at 9:30 sharp.
We will be featuring Mike and Glen-
da Mann’s magic show centered
around the message of  Christ.

This should prove to be an excit-
ing and entertaining program that
you won’t want to miss. It’s an excel-
lent opportunity to invite friends to
join us for Sunday school and
church.

* * *
Other dates to put on your calen-

dar:
■ Fish & Fry at Marion County

Lake on Saturday, June 13.
■ Golf  & Grub, 3:30 p.m. July 26.
■ Meet, Eat & Skeet, 2 p.m. Oct 4.



Our closing Children’s
Wednesday Night Celebra-

tion was on April 29. Children,
4 years through the sixth
grade, gathered in the Hearth

Room for some great-sounding singing fol-
lowed by the third- and fourth-grade class-
es reciting the books of  the Bible and
Scripture passages for each other.

Our special feature for the evening was
Leroy Hershberger.  He captured the atten-
tion of  youngest to the oldest! Leroy, the
oldest of  nine siblings, got his start in
story-telling by entertaining his nieces
and nephews.  He tells stories of  growing
up Amish, from nature, folk-lore and
sacred wisdom.

Leroy grew up in Wisconsin and has
lived in Reno County since 1984. He has a
degree in English from Yale University,
repairs farm machinery, teaches Sunday
school, rides Bike Across Kansas, likes to
travel and loves snowboarding.

His most formative adult adventure
was a year spent with the MCC trainee
program working on small dairy farms in
Switzerland and Southern Germany.
Leroy believes that story-telling not only
delights but also enlightens and heals.  
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Kids end Wednesday program with a celebration

* * *
Kids! Keep your eyes and ears open the

next couple of  weeks for a special event
that will happen in our church on Sunday
morning, May 17. It will be especially for
you. You won’t want to miss it!

* * *
Sunday School Promotion Sunday for

ages 2 through middle school will be on
May 31 this year.  This will be a regular
morning of  Sunday school, with the last 10
minutes of  class time designated to mov-
ing up to the students new grade level.

This “early” promotion time is being
done in hopes of  alleviating the confusion
of  promoting students the first week in
September after they have already started
in their new grade level in school.

* * *
Our new Sunday school summer quar-

ter will begin June 7 and there will be
something for everyone.

MCC Executive Director, Arli Klassen
will be meeting in our sanctuary with any
adults who are interested in hearing cur-
rent things happening with MCC.  This
will occur during our Sunday school hour.  

* * *
The Christian Nurture Board will also

be offering the first of  our adult “Quick
Picks.” Quick Picks are simply a four-week
elective for any interested adult. The
Quick Pick this month will be led by Tim

Kliewer and will meet in the Hearth Room.
The specific study topic we’ll have in June
was still being determined at the publica-
tion time. It will be announced soon.

* * *
Our children will be diving into some-

thing a bit different this summer, too. Bob
and Larry from Veggie Tales will be com-
ing to us with songs and puppets to open
each Sunday morning.  

Our first six lessons will teach us about

C.E.
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ABOVE: Chloe Pankratz (left) and Sarah
Jost recite a couple of verses on the final
night of the children’s Wednesday night
program on April 29. Several fourth- and
fifth-graders received awards for memori z-
ing verses and the books of the Bible.

LEFT: Storyteller Leroy Hershberger barks
as Jake the St. Bernard (top photo), and
demonstrates his juggling skills.


