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First preschool
year is complete 

Kids ConnectionKids Connection

Where are they now?

One year of  preschool is over! We had
such a fun first year at Kids Connec-

tion. The children really learned a lot and
21 of  them are now ready for kindergarten. 

We ended the year with preschool grad-
uation. All the graduates wore caps and
gowns, said their name and birthday, sang
songs and then watched a slide show. We
then enjoyed refreshments afterward in the
Fellowship Hall.

To celebrate the end of  the school year,
we had a luau. Parents were invited to join

The first preschool graduation was celebrated last month with family and friends.

Stuffing bulletins is one more service outlet for them
Hilda and John Vogt and Celia Gross (from left) have been the faithful “stuffers” of bul-
letin inserts each Friday afternoon for many months now. For the Vogts, who will be cel-
ebrating their 60th wedding anniversary this month, service has been a way of life. For
many years they provided transportation for church members unable to drive. Each year
they also assist in assembling school kits for Mennonite Central Committee.

HMBC FAMILY LIFE

BIRTHS
Patrick Ryan, born to Robyn (Hiebert)

and Andrew Neese, May 4.
Luka Renee, born to Paul and Sara

Raugust, April 30.

ENGAGEMENTS
Jesse Franz and Kristina Roble; the

wedding is planned for Oct. 24.

ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
John and Hilda Vogt, celebrating 60

years on June 7 at Park Village.
Dale and Joyce Warkentin, celebrating

50 years at First MB Church in Wichita
June 13.

DEATHS
Marie Wiens, 87, May 23.

■ KRISTINA ROBLE:
Since my completion of
being the director of
children’s ministry at
the Ethiopian Christian
Fellowship Church in
Olathe a couple of  years
ago, I have been work-
ing full time with Sylvan Learning Cen-
ter as one of  the directors of  education
in Overland Park. My role is to work
with students and families on both aca-
demic skills as well as coaching them to
be successful students. 

The most recent — and most exciting
— change in my life is that Jesse Franz
asked me to marry him on my birthday
last month! We are planning our wed-
ding for Oct. 24 in Olathe. Planning for
life together is wonderful but is also giv-
ing me a real opportunity to trust God.
Jesse recently accepted a position at
work that will require him to travel pret-
ty regularly. 

God is using all these changes to help
me learn, yet again, what it means to
trust Him and give Him the control of
my life. While it never seems easy in the
moment, experience has proven time
and again that it really is easy, because it
has always turned out best for me in the
long run.

us in the celebration. The festivities
included the limbo, water fun, games, and
tasting tropical fruit and coconut.

This year at Kids Connection has been a
real learning and growing year for us. We
are thankful to all of  those that have
helped us make this a wonderful year and
look forward to an even better year to
come. 

We are always looking for more people
to volunteer their time, energy or gifts at
KC. Some suggestions are: providing
snacks or baked goods (the kids really
enjoy these homemade items), providing
your time to repair broken toys, volunteer-
ing to read a story to the kids. Also, we are
in need of  someone to build us a sandbox
with a roof. If  interested in helping in any
of  these ways, please contact Tracy Hefley
at 620-947-3004. —Tracy Hefley, director
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Equip within 
to reach beyond.

God’s call, our commitment.



Summer is here, and with
summer comes church

camp! Remember to pray for
our fourth-sixth-grade junior
campers who will be gathering

at Tabor June 16-20. Nineteen students
from our church will be attending.

* * *
Our children’s Sunday school classes

will be studying the lives of  Moses and
Jesus this summer. We look forward to
singing some familiar songs with Veggie
Tales’ Bob the Cucumber and Larry the
Tomato as well as learning biblical princi-
ples from them through puppet skits.

Our “Scripture Passage Challenge”
this summer will be to learn Psalm 37:1-11.
Parents and grandparents—you play a
major role in encouraging your child to
memorize. This passage will give the chil-
dren 11 verses to memorize, which is a lit-
tle less than one per week.

The Word of  God will stick with them
for a lifetime, so do your best to encourage
them in this challenge. Caitlyn Reimer
and Maria Loewen will be leading all of  us
during our opening assembly time.

* * *
Adventure VBS is coming July 17-19.

l o v in g  Go d
Lo v in g  peo pl e
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Junior camp at Tabor is just around the corner
Keep the VBS Team in prayer as they pre-
pare for that special weekend and begin
praying that the hearts of  children will be
reached for Jesus. 

If  you know of  those not yet registered
for VBS there is still time. Pick up a form
at the VBS registration table — share them
with your friends and neighbors. All chil-
dren are welcomed!

* * *
Parenting Insights: In this edition of

our Encourager, I would like to focus on a
very foundational element in our lives:
Trust. Levels of  trust grow as we grow.
Trust is a key for spiritual development. If
we don’t develop trust as a child with peo-
ple we can see, it will be much harder to
trust God (who we can’t see) in our adult
lives.   

Our children’s earliest experiences in
trust come in their interactions with
adults. So, it is important that we expose
our children to nurturing people —from

grandparents to church nursery staff. In
doing so, we will be building foundations
of  trust for them.

Another key element is that we as par-
ents, grandparents and teachers try to
keep our promises to them. Promise
things to your children that you can make
good on and that you are willing to carry
out. Children may not be good at keeping
their promises — but they expect adults to
always keep theirs.

With kids of  all ages, we need to laugh
often and give lots of  reassuring hugs. The
most important aspect for building trust
in children are people who offer consisten-
cy and comfort to them. Little by little, we
empower children to trust in Someone
who is so much bigger than they are or we
are — our Almighty God.

Much of  our children’s understanding
of  God’s love and tenderness depends on
how adults express these qualities.

—Bev Vogel, C.E. coordinator

C.E.
CLIPS

Party time
for 5th/6th
5th/6th-grade
Wednesday night
kids celebrated the
end of the year with
a pizza party May 2
at the home of
sponsor Janet
Whisenhunt. The
group played games
including a foosball
tournament, darts,
basketball and Ap-
ples-to-Apples fol-
lowed by a movie.
Leader Don Ratzlaff
referreed the tour-
nament and added
color commentary
to the spectators.
Snacks of every kind
were brought by
the kids to share
with one another in
addition to the
pizza. After the
party, the girls were
treated to a sleep-
over and pancake
breakfast the fol-
lowing morning be-
fore getting to
Sunday school on
time.


