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Reluctant at first,
faithful in the end

In His ServiceIn His Service

The story of  the two Willems sisters,
Kathryn and Martha, who answered

the call to go to the Congo in Africa, began
on a farm near Corn, Okla. Both attended
and graduated from Corn Bible School and
Academy and both graduated from Tabor
Collage.

Asked what they would attribute to the
fact that this family sent two of  their six
child ren to missionary service in a foreign
country, Martha said her parents loved the
church and often entertained missionaries
home on furlough. 

She also added, “Dad felt like he was not
obedient to the call to Christian service and
was so happy when Kathryn answered the
call to serve.”

Kathryn left for the Congo in 1936 as the
first missionary sent from the Corn MB
Church. Her first assignment as a transla-
tor would become her lifetime call, lasting
42 years. She translated books for primary
grades one through five, then for high
school students, and translated much of
the Bible and a Bible dictionary.

Kathryn was ordained in Corn during
her first furlough. She testified to the faith-

Martha Willems with Congolese friends during her missionary career. 

fulness of  God, never writing home for
money. “I just prayed and it always came
in,” she said.

In the meantime, back in the States,
Martha was getting an education but not
preparing for missionary work. “I fought
the call ever since grade school,” she said. 

But more and more during her first
Bible school training, her heart became
ready to answer God’s call. And during her
freshman year at Tabor she attended a con-
ference in Buhler and yielded her life. 

In 1950 she graduated from Tabor with a
bachelor of  arts degree and a graduate of
theology degree. She obtained a master’s
degree in foreign languages and took
courses in library science at Emporia State
Univer sity.

Martha taught in the Linds borg district
for two years. When a need arose in the
Congo for a middle-school teacher, Martha
answered that call. She was ordained and
in 1952 left for what would become her life
work for 36 years. She was soon put in
charge of  the elementary school.

Her work was interrupted when the
Congo gained its independence in 1960 and
missionary teachers were replaced with
Congolese in the elementary school.
Martha returned home and took a teaching
position in the Meade Academy. 

One day a Congolese came to give a
report in the chapel service. He told
Martha, “You are not where you are sup-
posed to be. You need to go back to teach in
a secondary school in the Congo.” Martha
took that as a call from God and returned.

Now she was able to put the training
she got in Emporia to use. She set up a
library for the high school and eventually,
though a call from MCC which was
involved with a Protestant University in
Kisangani, Martha was instrumental in
organizing a medical library there. 

Again her assignment changed and she
went to Kinshasa to be in charge of  a book-
store, a correspondence school and a semi-
nary library.

When her brother Arnold developed
physical problems, she was needed at
home on the farm. Before returning home
she was careful to train a young Congolese
man to take over the work she was leaving.
She felt at peace as she worked on the
farm.

Eventually the farm was sold and the
four remaining siblings moved to Park Vil-
lage, where Martha and her youngest sis-
ter Lydia cared for Arnold and Kathryn
until they passed away.

Kathryn and Martha were both much
appreciated by the Congolese and dearly
loved. They have kept in touch with some
of  them, but because of  government
restrictions much of  this has been discon-
tinued.

Kathryn wrote to her sending church in
Corn: “The Lord is building His church in
Zaire, Africa and the powers of  hell shall
not prevail against it. Now in spite of  seri-
ous political and  economic trouble the
churches are full and multiplying. Your
support in prayers and fiances have not
been in vain. Praise the Lord....”

Why do 
you serve?
ROSELLA MARTIN
Mission Board

■ Why do you serve? Staying with
missionary Ruth Wiens for 50 days and
visiting 20 some churches in Japan was
life changing. The experience left me
with a passion for reaching others for
Jesus. My involvement with youth
groups, seeing their joy in service moti-
vates me in continuing service. 

■ What do you hope to accomplish
this year? To continue to ignite the
flame of  missions through contact with
our missionaries, to encourage and seek
out people to be involved in missions
and experience the joy of  seeing God at
work. 

■ What can we pray for? That I
will be able to listen to what God has for
our church in missions.



The Veggie Tales Summer
Challenge is on! As the

children are studying the life
of  Moses and the life of  Jesus
this summer in Sunday

school, we are challenging them to hide
God’s Word in their hearts by memorizing
Psalm 37:1-11. Encourage your child in this
and even make it a summer activity for the
whole family by having a family fun
“reward night” at the end of  each week for
memorizing a new verse.

* * *
The children’s offering project this

Summer is to collect money for children
of  World Impact so that they are able to
attend summer camps. Help your child to
remember that they can reach out to chil-
dren all over the United States by doing lit-
tle chores at home and remembering to
bring their offering money to Sunday
school each Sunday.

* * *
Adventure VBS is right around the cor-

ner.  On the weekend of  July 17-19, more
than 60 children and 45 volunteers will be
coming together for a great weekend of
learning and fun.   Make sure your chil-
dren are coming and that they are inviting
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Summer challenge for families: Memorize together

New connection with older kids

their friends to come along—registration
forms are available in the church office.
Thank-you to the many of  you who have
signed up to volunteer or donate supplies
for that weekend.

* * *
In conjunction with our special VBS

weekend, we will not be having Sunday
school classes on July 19, but will meet for
a pancake breakfast at 9:30 a.m.  The
breakfast will be followed by our worship
service where VBS children will be assist-
ing. This is an all-church breakfast where
we can fellowship together and meet other
families from our community that have
joined us for VBS. Please come and be a
part of  this special time. 

* * *

Spending time together as a family is so
important. As parents, sometimes it’s hard
to know just how our children think and
feel about these times.    Here are several
questions that you might ask to get your
children to share their thoughts and feel-
ings with you. Enjoy your times together!

1. What times that our family spends
together are most special to you, and why?
How does that “together time” make you
feel?

2. What do you wish we did more of
together, and why?

3. What do our favorite things to do as a
family say about us? How can we demon-
strate our faith during these together
times?

—Bev Vogel, C.E. coordinator

C.E.
CLIPS

Kids from the new school-age program ride the train in Abilene.

Kids Connection has had some new
things happening this summer. We

started our school-age program in June
and it has been so much fun!  The kids
have had a blast and have learned so much.

Ms. Tiffany is teaching the school-age
children. They have gone on various field
trips including, the zoo, a trip to Abilene to
ride the train and visit old Abilene, Explo-
ration Place, and camping at the lake.  

They also go to the Aquatic Center on
Mondays, the park on Tuesdays, Krista
Priest has a library time with them on
Wednesdays, water play on Thursdays and

then they go on a big field trip on Fridays. 
Daryl and Olivia Kliewer had the chil-

dren come out to their farm and talked to
them about horses and all that is involved
with having horses. The children really
enjoyed seeing a horse up close and being
able to brush its hair.

Kids Connection would like to thank
Krista Priest, Daryl and Olivia Kliewer for
volunteering their time and energy with
the children. We really appreciate the
involvement that people are willing to give
to us.

—Tracy Hefley, director


