

















Blessing others
at Christmastime

We asked the HMB family to tell LET US
us of creative ways they have

been able share the spirit of Do
Christmas beyond their own fam- GOOD
ilies. Here are three examples..

For several years now a family in our
church has been exchanging gifts at
Christmas time a little differently. The
adults in the family had been struggling
with the Christmas gift hassle and decided
to use what would have been spent on each
other to give away to others who were in
need.

One year, for a country where floods
had destroyed everything, money was sent
to build two small huts to replace their
homes.

Another year Saber Players, a hand-
cranked instrument requiring no batteries
or electricity, were purchased through
Wyecliffe Bible Translators for others to be
able to hear the gospel audibly.

Locally, this family also paid the out-
standing school lunch bill for a family in
need.

Plans are still being finalized for identi-
fying needs for this year but the idea to
help others remains a unanimous decision
every year for the family to be able to help
others in need.

* % %
t’s always been a tradition for the cousins
in one family to do a Christmas gift
exchange. However, their parents had a dif-

A

ferent idea last year.
They wanted the kids
to experience what it
would be like to bless
others to help bring
home the idea that it is
better to give than to
receive.

They called Salem
Home and got a list of
nursing home resi-
dents who were either
new to the nursing
home, or perhaps not
getting many visits
because of family liv-
ing out of the area, etc.
The families then pur-
chased 31 gifts to share
with those on that list.

Not only did the
parents want them to
sacrifice their normal
cousin gift exchange,
they wanted them to
experience the joy by
personally handing
each of those 31 resi-
dents their Christmas
gift and a photo card
with a picture of the
cousins all together.

Some of the recipi-
ents got tears in their
eyes due to the kids’
generosity, and others
sang songs to the kids.
The response these cousins got that day
will no doubt leave them with a desire to
bless others again. They have plans to
visit some local nursing homes to spread

“The cousins”
pose for a photo
during their visit
to Salem Home
in Hillsboro. Pic-
tured are: Reid
and Harper
Kreutziger;
Jordyn, Justin
and Joshua
Siebert; Taylor,
Braden and Lau-
ryn Vogt.

Grandma Millie Wichert and the grandchildren pose with the
MCC school kits they created last Christmas. Once finished,
the kits are dropped off at the MCC center in North Newton.

some Christmas cheer again this year.

The cousins that helped make it a joy-
ous Christmas for some Salem Home resi-
dents are Reid and Harper Kreutziger; Jor-
dyn, Justin and Joshua Siebert; Taylor,
Braden and Lauryn Vogt.

* %%
The Sechrist kids have been able to
bless others each Christmas thanks to
their grandma, Millie Wichert.

During the year, Grandma is busy
using scrap fabric to sew Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee school-kit bags and watch-
ing for back-to-school sales, where she
buys lots and lots of school supplies.

Each Christmas, when the family gets
together, before opening their own gifts,
all the cousins—along with Grandpa and
Grandma—form an assembly line around
the ping-pong table and stuff school kits
for MCC.

Over the past several years, this group
has packed several hundred kits. The kits
are then dropped off at the MCC center in
North Newton, where they are inspected,
boxed up and sent around the world.




Grateful for a
mentor, leader

Although it’s been a couple of months
since Paul Raugust resigned as youth pas-
tor at HMB, we want to let him know how
much our church family has appreciated
his ministry among our young people
these years. We asked a couple of MBY
participants (Katie and Jake) and one
MBY sponsor (Clyde) to share their per-
spectives. We join them in saying,
“Thanks, Paul!”

M KATIE PRITCHARD: Paul Raugust has
been a great mentor to a lot of us in our
youth group. And his ministry with us
has been something I know I am thankful
to God for. He not only taught us and had
deep conversations with some of us, but
he was also a great friend.

The words the Lord had him speak to
us almost each Wednesday really struck a
chord in my heart, and they were things
that really motivated me each week.

I truly believe Paul has a heart for
missions, not only internationally, but
even here in Hillsboro and in Wichita.

I know I can’t really speak of what
Paul’s ministry has meant to others, but I
do know that most of us from our youth
group, if not everyone, are thankful for
having Paul around when encourage-
ment and advice were needed in our daily
walk with our Lord.

Paul, Sara and the girls sightsee at some
ruins in Mexico during their mission trip
earlier in 2011.

W JAKE WIEBE: Entering the MBY pro-
gram as a freshman, I had spent little pre-
vious time with Paul. However, over the
next four years leading up to graduation,
I was blessed with the opportunity not
only to share my life with him but for him
to share his with me, and with the rest of
the youth involved in MBY.

I didn’t know much of how MBY
worked before Paul was youth pastor, but
through the years he was here, I felt
Paul’s No. 1 priority was always the stu-
dents. Whether that meant putting up
with sometimes-spontaneous and erratic
music practices, waking up early on Sun-
days to drive to Fellowship Breakfast, or
letting a bunch of irrational high school
students invade his house for a bonfire,
Paul lived the role of servant-leader every
day as a brother and mentor. He was pas-
sionate about his love for Christ, and did

his best to show that in the way he related
not just to students, but also to all people.

Paul will be someone very much
missed by our community, but I know that
wherever he chooses to live and spend his
time will be incredibly blessed by his
being there.

H CLYDE JOST: Paul, we appreciate the
example of Christ’s love you have modeled
for our youth over the past years as our
youth pastor. I recall Sunday morning
trips to Wichita serving breakfast to the
homeless, and mission trips to inner-city
Dallas.

Your passion for the underprivileged
was evident as you would encourage the
youth to engage in conversation with the
homeless, listen to their stories and just
show God'’s love by befriending them. I
remember one trip to Dallas we had hard-
ly unpacked and you had a group of youth
under a by-pass bridge ministering to
those living in cardboard, makeshift
homes.

The relationships you developed with
the youth encouraged them in their walk
with the Lord. Not only the weekly Sunday
morning or Wednesday night lessons, but
the lunch outings, ping-pong tournaments,
crazy games, conversations, just spending
time with them, etc., all contributed to
their spiritual development. You chal-
lenged them as they saw you live out your
life for the Lord.

Paul, we appreciate the years of service
you have given our church in youth min-
istry. May the Lord bless you and Sara in
your journey, serving Him.

Women's Ministry: Times to encourage

ABOVE: In late October the church women hosted a baby
shower for Jenny Rector (above, right). A quilt crafted by
loving hands was one of the gifts that would welcome
Lakin Vianne into the world Nov. 17. Pictured with the new
mother are (from left) her grandmother, Dorothy Hagen,
and her mother, Vianne Hagen.

ABOVE: A group of women gathered for Faith & Fiber on Nov. 5 to
hear Jessica Craney (far left) share about her work in the nursing field
and how knitting brings comfort to patients and family members.
Others shared how their handiwork has met needs, too. Jessica was
able to have a time to share some of her tips and advice and even
started one new knitter off in the right direction.



Christmas Greeting

Connecting well
in Germany

Mt of my friends here and in the U.S.
ave offered condolences regarding
my decision to stay here in Germany over
Christmas. I will certainly miss my par-
ents and brothers, as well as the rest of
my family and friends in Hillsboro, Wichi-
ta, and around the country. But as Christ-
mas day draws nearer I get more and
more excited about celebrating in my new
hometown Weierhof, Germany (pro-
nounced “Vei-yehr-hof™).

T am blessed this Christmas because
I'm receiving the gift of family here, and
I've worked hard enough at the language
to accept and enjoy that gift, even if with-
out a word of English. Here’s a small
description of how I'll be celebrating.

In Germany, the Christmas season
comes in strong during Advent. Like in
the church in Hillsboro, songs, prayer and
sermon focus on the anticipation of
Christmas and God’s gift of his son.

Outside of Sunday services, families in
the community gather once a week to
sing, pray and celebrate. At home, all of
December is Pldtzchen season. Pldtzchen
are small sugar or spice cookies that one
eats along with tea or coffee.

T've already had multiple stomach
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Tyler Suderman, making himself at home in Ger-
many after five months.

aches as a result of sampling the mind-
boggling variety of scrumptious cookies.

Also, small and big towns alike open
Weinachtsmarkts (Christmas markets),
where people sell arts and crafts, hot
drinks and Plétchen. In Central Europe
the Christmas market tradition goes back
to year 1300. They function today as
tourist attractions or a place to meet
friends or family coming home from work
or school in December.

On the 24th I'll celebrate Heiliger
Abend (Christmas Eve) with my Weierhof
church community. We’ll start with a
church service, including singing and
prayer, and afterward go home to cele-
brate as immediate families. We’ll cook
together and do the Bescherung (bestow-
ing of presents), relax and simply spend
time together.

Movie and a message for kids, families

Young children from our community gathered Nov. 11 to watch the new Veggie Tale
movie. After enjoying the show, popcorn and snacks, several youngsters won some
giveaways. By all accounts, everyone had a great time.

The food depends on the tradi-
tion of the family, and can include
cheese fondue, goose and Rotkraut
(cooked red cabbage), sausage and
potato salad, or Saumagen (tradi-
tional pork sausage with apples or
potatoes, roasted, and served with
sauerkraut).

On Christmas Day, extended
families celebrate together with
coffee and Gliihwein, food, card
games, singing and prayer. On the
evening of Christmas Day I'll go
out with friends that are my age,
who meet to catch up after the
semester of college or work. I've
been invited to lots of celebra-
tions on Heiliger Abend and
Christmas Day. It’s a shame that I
have to choose!

I've been in Germany now for five
months, and I can never decide if my time
has felt like an eternity or just a moment.
In a country where relationships come a
bit slower, five months is not long to
become part of a community. So much of
five months has been spent driving back
and forth from class and learning; I recog-
nize it is only by the grace of God and this
great community that I feel so at home
this Christmas season.

I miss you, my church, family, and
friends, but the greatest gift I've received
this Christmas is experiencing the grand-
ness, hospitality and love of the kingdom
and family of God from right here in
Weierhof, Germany. I wish you all the
same blessing. Merry Christmas, and
Happy New Year from Weierhof'!

—Tyler Suderman

HMBC FAMILY NEWS

Births

Daughter Lakin Vianne born to Eric
and Jenny Rector Nov. 17.

Daughter Charlotte Jo born to Fred
and Staci Silhan Nov. 28.

Parent-child dedications
Thurston Silhan, son of Fred and
Staci, Nov. 20.

Baptisms
Francine Hiebert and Kris Middle-
ton, Dec. 4.

Engagements
Macy Fadenrecht and Kayla Baum;
wedding date Sept. 8, 2012.

Deaths
Stella Rosfeld, Nov. 16.
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Kids in Kansas buy 60 goats for kids in Kenya

M Kids in Kansas giv-
ing to Kids in Kenya!
By now you have proba-
BFER bly heard about the great
giving project that our Children’s
Ministry here at HMBC worked
on together. Our Sunday morning
G5 Kids!, Wednesday night K.I.D.
NetWork kids and our Kids Con-
nection childcare kids came
together on a Christmas giving
project to reach out to give much
needed food and income to needy
families in Kenya, Africa, during
the Christmas season.

Children were encouraged to
do extra chores around home to
earn money that they could bring
to HMBC and give to buy goats
through MCC to be given to needy
families in Kenya. Through Men-
nonite Central Committee, a gift
of $35 can buy one goat.

This was a great project for the
children of all three of the Chil-
dren’s Ministry groups to work at
together—an opportunity for
them to learn the joy of giving
(not only receiving) during the
Christmas season.

One of the really exciting
parts to this event was that our
congregation not only was inter-
ested in this project, but caught
the vision and gave to it as well. It was
awesome to see Hillsboro MB reach out

this Christmas to families in Kenya. Our

total amount collected came to $2,380,
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which was enough to purchase more than
60 goats!

Thank you, children and adults, for your
generosity and love for kids in Kenya.

H The K.I.D. NetWork Wednesday
night classes, Pre-K through the fourth
grade, celebrated Christmas together dur-
ing their last class time in 2011. They
watched the VeggieTales story, “The Little
Drummer Boy,” and enjoyed some delicious
snacks together as they learned about giv-
ing their best to Jesus. K.I.D. NetWork
classes will resume the regular schedule at
6:45 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 4.

W Mission Exploration Station will
have lift-off in January. We are excited to be
“taking” our students to Turkey this year
during January, February and March. Dur-
ing the four-week Sunday school explo-
ration time, we will be getting to know the
Meyers family—Aaron, Consuelo, Malachi,
and Sonora—and will also learn of the
Mennonite Brethren workers that are cur-
rently in Turkey.

Will you pray with us that by learning
about Turkey and its people, the children
will be all the more aware of the need to

pray that God’s spirit would open the
hearts and minds of the people in
this Muslim country.

SCHEDULE
Fifth- and sixth- graders: Jan. 8,
15, 22, 29
Third- and fourth-graders: Feb.
5,12,19,26
First- and second-graders:
March 4, 11, 18, 25

If you have questions, feel free to
visit with Leann Funk or Marilyn
Jost.

B Want to be up on the latest
information happening in our Chil-
dren’s Ministry? Check out our new
information board located in the
children’s wing next to the water
fountains.

W As we prepare to walk into
2012, like many of us, I find myself
in somewhat of a reflective mode. It’s
in this season that we often take a
moment to look back and see how
our hopes and dreams of 2011 really
turned out, and there is some benefit
to doing that. Looking back and tak-
ing inventory of the past year can
help give us direction for the coming
year.

But as I think about the past, the
words of a familiar writer keep com-
ing to my mind: “...But one thing I
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead...” (Phil. 3:13). Paul is
one of my favorite men of the New Testa-
ment. He is so bold, yet so real. Paul always
seems to be looking forward, pushing for-
ward, pressing on. And for what purpose?
“...For the sake of the gospel, that I may
share in its blessing...to get a crown that
will last forever” (I Cor. 9:23-25).

As I look forward to the coming year, I
want to be more like Paul. I want to be able
to discern which things are going to last,
which things are going to be “for the sake
of the gospel” and press on toward those.
We can put a lot of time, money and energy
into many things—things that are enjoy-
able, fun and, in and of themselves, not bad.
But are they things that will last, things
that are for the sake of the gospel?

Let’s be encouraged by Paul and not
spend a lot of time in the past—regrets, fail-
ures or even successes. Rather, let’s look
ahead and press on toward the goal for
which God has called us—a goal that will
last.

Blessings to you and your family in 2012!
—Bev Vogel, children and family pastor



